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Information ru received on February ID, 

'of this office, from 

lew Tort City, telephone 

she had set a nan who had been one of the owners of 
the b«nir in Oeraany store the sonsy had been deposited In connec- 
tion with the distribution of cou n t e r feit noney, which was described 
by KRX7TTSKT In Ms published articles* MHHW sald sb * w 
not particularly Inpressed by the wants appearance and had no way of 
telling whether or not he was telling the truth j that she would en- 
deavor to get Ms permission to disclose Ms naae and would have Ms 
ooaamnlcate with this office* 

In accordance with arrangaaents nade through 
the sa n_ogBPu rtlcated with this office end was 
b y Spe cial Agent on February IX, 1941* The nan's naae Is b*)C 
JQSEPHDGHN, nor residing at tbs Barbison Flasa Hotel, Hew Tort Clly* 

Ha Is at present out on parole torn the Federal penitentiaxy at Lewis* 
burg, Penaeylvania, to having been one of the persons convicted in 
the~BQB Case, and his parole will expire In August* /is 

«. -n .UU. i«9 U - / 

to edit a financial newspaper In Oeunany, the naae of wtich was UdTnp 
. — “eirtschaftlictor Rat go ben", which had been acquired bya group of 
people who were engaging In the business of H-rvrnng oertain 
dal securities and needed a paper to s timula te interest there! 

The paper bad been In business for abort, fifty-seven yekrs jks a 
financial publication* The grogs was going to engage In a sort o_ 
brokerage business In connection with tto publishing of the paper ^ 
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and tl»n found that timy would hare to have a bank to act aa a 
depository, inasmuch as the Osman law at that time would not per* 
wit tt»m to operate otherwise# The group then bought the Ba nk 
Sass, Sferiinl and set it at 23 TaubenstrasseTBerUn* ' \ : 

Oae of the persons who went into the venture of 
purchasing tl* bank was a (poosito3yiIlM»3) who w as the 

editor of the paper# The bank was purchased with wooeyjircrrlded 
by the saae gro u p of people that bought the paper end Suuo was 
installed as president of the bank# 

Another one of tie writers on the paper was a wan 
nase3~ic&£EIe DOES identified him as the wan who brought KBZV3X8KT 
into the bank to wake the first deposit# 

In connection with the purchase of the hank, it 
should be noted that what was bought was the charter for the bank, 
tte bonk iteelT having been inactive tot quite aocaetiiBB 9 and after 
buying tie charter the bank was reestablished at the address given 
above# When the paper was bought by the groiqp, ZICKEHT, the oner 
of the paper, stepped out as the managing head text remained on the 
board# The office of the paper was not in the saw building as the 
bank, it being located at Bell a lance Flats, Berlin# Tbs negotiations 
for the purchasing of the paper were handled by a Hr* HBUHATH# 
Whether or not this is the Dr# HEUHATH who since becaae famous, 

DOES does not knar# 

DOW was 1 a the premises of the bank one day in 
December of 1929 In a oonferwnce with SIMONS and one or tiro others, 
whose names he does not recall, about a trip ha was to make to 
Ptri h that m mmm Hay* Thfi bfillk »vn* am y «gf ftestfvujl^g ^SCnh^S 
walked into the private office of the president, where they were 
gathered, and stated that he had a potential client of the bank who 
wanted “to cash sons American dollars# There was ease discussion as 
to the advi a ability of taking this business* DOES suggested that 
tbs matter be left alone for the time being# SC KART persisted in 
his desire to have this man as a depositor, saying the man could 
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undoubtedly give the bank a lot of baelnosa if it would loocnoodata 
Mi in th-i* instance • Sowon naked vbo the n vu end EC KART, 
speaking to DORN, said that it was the man whoa DORN would recall 
having seen ECKAET with in the confectionary on Enter den Linden 
on the previous evening* DORN recalled the n that he had seen 
EC KART with another nan in the coffee shop cm the previous evening* 
DCRN suggested that ECKAHT bring in sow of the money for then to 
and ECKAET went out to speak to the man mdf at the j*a 
time, DCRN • topped out of the door of the private office and took 
a look at the man, who was possibly fifteen feet away fkem him* 
and he a ays that ha la quite certain that the man whom ha us, who 
was there with the money e>o was talking to vt.icabt at the time, 
ia the aame man when he had eeen the night before in ECKAST *■ 
presence and the imt man when he vubsequently saw in theXirole 
Bausman, a gambling casino In Paris, and whose picture he still 
later saw in the Book Review Section of theTIew lark TUBS* 

ECKAET brougtfc in m bundle which was understood 
to contain fifty $100* bills, which were new, email bills* DORN 
remembers them very vividly because they were the first of the small 
MUs that he had seen, although bn read about the c rr ' t-* n » p T « t ed 
change in the currency* He looked at one or two of them and he act* 
vised against the transaction, principally because it was a type of 
money that he had never seen before* Be then suggested that if 
they were going to do business with tbs man, they take the money to 
the Deutschebank and have it cashed, as that bank was familiar with 
the money and had men who understood foreign currency and were 
fam iliar with the various types* This apparently was done and Tmqj r 
was subsequently told by semeone that they had toadied it in this 
manner* DCRN said he cautioned SCKART to warn the Deutschebank 
to look carefully at the money, because it wae a new type of money 
and he had never seen any of it before* He retails that the 
who went to the Deutschebank with the money returned in about half 
an hour and in dicated that tbe Deutschebank had cashed tto momy* 

P®N left for Paris that sm&e afternoon or evening 
and was gone for several weeks* When he returned to Berlin to learned 
from oonversaUdn with EC KART that the bank tod dam seme more busi*. 
ness with this same man and to i«m* 4 to be quite m *ond of tbs big*T 
ness they tod done* DCRN does not remember what tto mounts ^involved 
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mere* but it is his recollection that there wu a substantia l 
■Mount involved# ka DORS recalls it* be returned ttom Paris to 
Berlin about the middle of January, 1930# Haring the month of 
January BORN was at the offloe of the newspaper one day when be 
was informed that the Bank Base* lfar tlni bad been raided by the 
police. Be laaediately want over to the bank and learned that soma 
Of toe money involved in the transactions* toICu are referred w 
above* had been found to be counterfeit money# If* as has been 
related by KRIVTTSKY, the bills involved in the counterfeiting 
were the large else* then* according to BORN* it is possible that 
the first depoeit was bonafide* as fas Is positive that this deposit 
was made tg> of the snail-size bills# DORK learned that the Deutsche- 
bank had been notified by the Federal Reserve Bank that the bills 
sent in exchange to the United States were counterfeit end the 
first information the Sees* Martini Bank had of this situation 
was when the authorities raided the bank# 

The Deutechebeak subsequently sued the Bank Bass* 
Martini, but was unable to collect because of some pecularf. ty in 
• the German law which stated that if money is printed on bonafide 
paper It is not counterfeit* and the Beutschebank was unable to 
collect anything in restitution for their loss# The Bank Sass, 
Martini sued the Beutschebank for the harm done to its reputation* 
and collected a saall amount in settlesMnt# This, incidentally* 
practically ended the business of the Bank Seas* Martini and the 
venture connected therewith and* while the bank stayed open* the 
business eventually passed out of esdetence# 

BORN says he subsequently saw the a an who had 
brought In the original d eposlt * or at least he is reasonably sure 
he saw this sane man* in the Circle Bausaan* the gambling casino in 
Paris* in March* 1930# on two or three occasions and that the man 
looked at bun in a manner which led him to believe that the ma al so 
recognised Mm# He also recalls that this man at the mas 
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gambling with substantial-eisa chips# He alio thinks he saw the 
•us sen once in {foot or the Cafe da Is FiiX| Peris* and* 

as indicated previously* when he saw the book review article with 
the picture of General WALTER 0* KRXTTTSKT in the New Tork TINES 
Book Review Section, he recognised immediately that it was the 
*ana van wKqm Kk mm ftti t.hft mcmIom mentioned above A 

With reference to the book* "*In Stalin's Secret 
Service"* by General WALTER 0. KRIVITSKT, the statewnt appears on 
page 118* "In Berlin, several years before Ur. Burton's arrest* 
the private banking Urn of Sass & Martini was bought tg>, in a 
devious Manner * by the Soviet government for the express purpose 
of exchanging bogus hills in bulk#" DORN states that this is 
absolutely untrue# He refers to a Dr# "UHKIC8T, an international 
lawyer in Berlin* who handled the legal phases ox the transactions, 
ss an authority who can state that this is absolutely untrue# 

On page 119 of the book it states* "It appeared 
that a group of American promoters, dealing in Canadian 
shares, had acquired in the fall of 1929 the private banking house 
of Sass ft Martini, s firm founded in 1846# The promoters soon 
stepped out and turned the ownership over to a certain Herr^Simoos, 
and he in turn sold it to none other than PauIsRoth, formerly Com- 
munist manner of the Berlin Municipal Council# I knew Both to 
be a confidential employee of the Soviet Anbassy in Germany#" 

DCRN states that the people referred to as the promoters of the 
Canadian min i n g shares was the group of which la was s memb er and 
that SIMONS came into the venture along with thm and, while it 
is true that he stayed on after they were out of the venture* it 
is likewise true that the counterfeit incidents occurred while 
they were all In the venture, commencing with tte original trios* 
action, which was about three days after the bank had opene<tsnd 
actually before the bank was opened for business# PAUL ROTH, 
mentioned in the book, is not known to DCRN and certainly, ha 
states* had absolutely no connection with the hank or the paper or 
this transaction* 
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i^.( n «« no an A 130 there 1* a statement. 

•Fran* 'Tie cher ns described as the chief cue tower of the bank** 
DORK says that he never ace or heard of any FRANZ FISCHER and, §0 
far as he knows, no snob person had an account with the bank* 


On page 120 the following statement appears* 
•Ifereover, I recognised in the press reports a familiar Soviet 
pattern* The acquisition of the old banking firm by an elusive 
group of •Canadian American’ promoters, who in turn lanedlatoly 
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interests represented by Paul Roth e ll this was Just the kind of 


window dressing our secret services were in the habit of han gi n g 
out* The old Berlin hank had obviously been purchased in order 
to inspire confidence in the bogus currency to be handled** 

DGRK states that this is absolutely untxcue end that the S XU0K3 
referred to had been connected with the financial paper for years 
before this occurred* 


On page 121 the statement occurs, *As the notes 
were of an oltt-fashioned large-si se type, then no longer issued in 
America, they aroused sons interest upon their arrival at the 
Federal Reserve Bank ixxjfew Toxic*" DORN saw only the hills in*, 
volved in tbs first transaction and he Is positive, beyond say 
doubt whatsoever, that this package of money consisted exclusive" 
ly of new, small bills, the first he had ever seen* 

On page 121, a lso a ppears the statement, "The 
Berlin police, under Cocmiecicmer Von'liebermann, promptly swopped 
down <n Sass & Martini, and soon exposed its artificial character*" 
DORK denies the truthfulness of this statement and said that tbs 
authorities gave the bank and its managemedb a "dean b<n of health," 

Questioned as to whether cr not there was any 
possibility that ECKAHT might have been working with KEIVITSKI, 

D(RN a aid that he believed that ECKAHT was deceived* They quest! ocmd 
ECKART at the time mid he *1 tkgjj Ha Hai^ fVm 4m Ak*. 

confectionary and that the man had known people whoa ECKART Anew, 
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or Sana such thing, and in thia «k r they had developed a peaking 
acquaintance* 

D®N haa net Dr I" BORTAH at Lnrwiaburg and eaid 
that BUST AN iu quite istererted lb getting information c on ea rnin g 
thia aatter, bat new* gave him any information about it* IKES 
subsequently Bet NICHOLAS DCEENBERQ in the Pectoral Bouse of Detect 
tion, in Hew Tork City* •*“* they talked about the KR IV1TS KT article a, 
but no information of any sort was given Mb by DOEE3TBERO* 


It should be noted that DOTH la near on parole and 
be earnestly requests that no publicity be given to tbs Information 
■which be has furnished, as he does not want anything to happen whlob 
would in any way interfere with the eatlefaetoxy termination of hie 
parole, end he fears that any publicity might have e bed effect* 

Be will, however, be quite willing to furnish any additional in** 
formation which may be requested of Mb, although he believes that 
be has told above everything be knows about the natter* 


With referen ce to the nan na&ed by KRIVITSK7 as 
Qenara^*Taz* < 'TAXB07, when KBI73TS& net in Bon, DOBN says be Is 
quite sure that he saw TAHUW on several occasions with ECKABS in 
Berlin* Be bases this on tbs photographs which he has seen of 
TA2B07, as he, himself, does not know bln* 

DCBH is positive in Ms statement that there was 
no CcBKunist transaction involved In any way In the purchase or 
operation of the bank, the paper or the brokerage business and 
it was a strictly financial transaction in which he *nd several 
others ejected to oaks a substantial ra of mousy* Be was to re- 
ceive e salary and a share in the profits and he expected timt be 
would become quite well fixed as a result of this activity* 

In connection with the KBX7ITSKT natter, flV fcftt 
Agent Mptfaat, as she recalle it, before KRHOTSKI l*,, 
tte^Dies Counlttee or before his articles appeared in 
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the ''Saturday Evening Post*, she beard ^ 

V* X. Reserve, U. S, Army) mention JLKIV1TSCT and the articles and \ 
be appare ntly knew what tbs articles ware to be about* KKB 
^^m^also said that the pictures which were used to Illustrate 
tb^mcles cane frc* the Spanish (pro-Franco) publicity agent 
here|T5CHEGARAT, and ebe stated that she bad the pictu res in bar 
desk for a tias before they wer^used* dHHHHP*ls° furnished 
information to tbs effect that H^^is non being sued by his wife 
on tao Judgments, totalling $121,000# and it is believed that there 
was to be a bearing in ^supplementary proceedings on February 11, 
1941# It appears that HMf after living with his wife for a 
period of time, one day informed her that be was tired of her, waa 
going to make a change, and be went to Heno w here be secured a 
divorce by publication. However, Mrs# contested the divorce 

and, as an outgrowth of this, was awarded two Judgments which 
totalled $111,000# which, however , she ha# been unable to c olle ct, 
and that the supplementary proceedings now ceding up In the co urt s 
here are In connection with this matter, the law firm being BONNET 
& SCHWARTZ# There does not appear to be any such lav firm in the 
directory# There is, however, a law firm cWboNNEY & O'BRIEN, 

364 West 34th Street, New Tork City, which may possibly be tl* 
firm referred to# 


No further inquiries are being made as to any of 
the information furnished above, bat it Is being transmitted to 
the Bureau as of possible Interest in connection with tbs KRI7HSKT 
matter# 


Very truly yours. 



B. 3. SACKETT 
Special Agent in Charge 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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XZL'CRAKDU},/ FOR THE DIRECTOR 


® j r '“ e ■ e “ reo “ u doUijlabsfiutely nothing in con - 

j nectton with the death of^rivitsky. 


llv, 



Edward A. Tamm 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVEF 
director 


CHC:LL 



Jpbpral Bureau of fnurfitisation 
ISnitrb States Hrpartrnrnt of 9ustir* 


Biasf?'ngton,lL C. 
February 14, 1941 
10:00 A. U. 


HEUQRANDUK FOR M3. E. A. TA1Q.1 



Mr, ToJion 

Hr* Cleff 

Hr, L A, Tamm 
Mr. FotwqtUi . 

Hr. Nathan .... { 

Hr. Ltdd | 

Mr. Egta j 

iir* GIctid I 

Hr, NichOi* . 

Mr. lien don ........ 

Hr. Ra«ea 

Hr, Tracy 

Mi** Gtnd^'. 




Assistant SAC Guerin, New York City, telephonically 
advised concerning an article which appeared in the New York 
Daily kirror this morning, entitled "FBI Secretly Probing 
Case of Krivitsty." 


Hespectfully, 

(L# 'Gs-J- -V^T 

C. H. Carson 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 
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Wtheral fiurrau of Inupstigatian 
I9nitrb Stairs Brpartmrnt of lustirr 
fflafiljmgf on, B. <£. 

February 10, 1941 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. TA'Qf 


8:30 P.M. 

^ q, . 1 asked Assistant SAC Guerin while talking with him telephonically. 

If ~ri vilely or his lawyer had ever ask ad the Hew Tork office for protection* 
Bfa^^Guerin stated that he did not have any knowledge of the same and Agent 
^■^ h0 had interviewed Krivitsky did not have any recollection of such a 
request; however, the files of the New York office would be checked to ascer- 
tain if such a request was received* 

that he and Agent ■■■^talked to Krivitsky 
in the latter's lawyer's office and Krivitsky tol^nJ^story about how he 
had been accoste<^y some people who were Soviet Agents. Hr. jMkfetated ,that 
he and Ag ent SSSSSr were not very nruch impressed after the inte^iew with 
Krivitsky and they were both of the opinion that he did not seem like a Jew 
although he was alleged to have been Jewish/ 

Agent advised that a confidential informant of his* 

had informed him that a man came over here from Germany several 
weeks ago. He had been one of the owners of the bank which handled the deal 
of the Soviet Agents when they put the counterfeit money in circulation In 
Europe* Krivitsky described this in his story. The man who came over from 
Germany saw the story Krivitsky wrote in a copy of the Saturday Evening Post 
and also Krivitsky's picture* He stated that this was a picture of the man 
who had brought the money into the bank. 

According tolflBHK confidential informant, the newspapers have y)b 
reported that^h^FBI is handling the case* Friends of Krivitsky have 
called Agent^m^ and told him that no doubt this individual was murdered* 

Agent fUf Is going to attempt to find additional information / 

regarding Krivitsky through confidential informants. / 




RECORDED A INDEXED 


AM C'E""™'! CONTAINED 


it"' 


v, . ; A. Mi 1 1 mV 


f ! 3 m=-injAz^- 

1 |F EDERM. bureau cf investigm 


•/'.:£ n>,tc,e^ BYswaicaXj 

: y 

n ch $ ? i 


(Ml 

Dn I 








f rr 




- 1 * 
l 


ii 




xuuuxajaaL 




\ : .rtf. *; 


k ^ - '* J T*’ 


..v‘ • y* 


t 

% 



^ - .- >- ’a •»■- .** r* , : -V w -* f y<^ r * ‘ 

- 7 * ■ 'V V^: .- ~-f; ' ' • "7 *4 * "•r! r*” .-*i, ^rr ,£ . 

Ik. Jftf? V, \ “ ’ -X. . * ^ 





H 1 « dimwit for m to writ*, kt tttak cWit — 

W* tk«« JM «U 1 k i wU i l tki I «wt !», ka*t toll U* •' . 
7 «t Aw* kti fatk«r it |*M, 1 HUm that la tlM m kll r 
toll Ml* km» » It Mil kaft kr Ida. Wn, M la 
tori to «ito* M» tort tf Ui, ni k 4 ftod —tow tolto 
•nd to *1 «ti fdit to imr fit oafr? «U Jk liliWMto 
•lvjrt W 7 tola. «o«d p**;>l* *411 tolp 7 **# tot nt «Mtow* 

Z tolnk — tint or* Hi* Z Hi m Mil to ilk, X 

" -• - a r * t * ’* * / - 

A. -: M V -~r - * - -™ - ■•■ 

.. 1 Vta.1* .i-i 


\ 


— to* fill *f totortof 


I Wit* tol* fMintoi tot x tid Ht bm nr ititafto li V. Y« - 
X did not tor* tor toliMi la tohla|to, X toot to to* totortov, 
too* to* ttot 1 * tto Mir plto* X tottU c«t tto fir* mm. 


i 


V Jf. - 4 k. 


:.. _>1 
X j. 


X * 3 *~-V* k 
v •#- - < £ 


.ipf. ..' - 


•■ : .&*; ' 


•/ 


•**V 


. X 


» •?* 


* Vv 
4 ^ 


ftx-tos 


£v 

*» **r^,i* 


- "y. ' t ' 1 .-tf 



$ 



^ f. #' Mww 

*E%.\ v * ;-• X-'X^-XiFiED • 

4 y- "'■' " BV^auyfc' 


f 


t’ 





fe -k = X |i 
*■* #- 


* •** ^ ’ "* -! :: ^-- ^JOo-lllW-t 


n 

? > 


i. -#% -c :t • •> :-?-v •: - : Or 

& ■ZW&S: :• Jrifc£- ' :l [ - •■•■•■'■• :•; . ' . r -.'• 1 ; /•. •-. . •. :: '-J 

^ '-■ ' ...y_-; "•.- • ; -■ .;' •■.■.■' /r' - ':-- ‘ ■ 




JOHN -EDGAR HOOVER 

" "* OIRICTO* 


AR:AI 


C 6 

Federal Bureau of InueBtigatton 
United States Department of luafirt 
IBasffington, B. C. 


/ 


A 


M 


I» • r — 


r/«* 

I ' 

r ^ ; 


ir r 
? ■ 


L I L ^ .. IC-i r$— 


n f ):.;TA!K rn 


February 11, 1941 


U.U 


LV. 


ME If 0 RAND mi FCR TEE DIRECTOR 



iflt 


r ~t p 




zm 


• i 


/ 


>uis yC. 


Idman , attorney for Krivitsky this 


I spoke to Lox 

morning . ife mas desirous o/ obtoininp the assistance of the 
FBI in looking into the hcmicid$ gfljC ri vttsky. He furnished 
me the following information 
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Krivitsky had been in Virginia; had been making plans 
during the past few days to settle down with his wife and 

n- X ^ 1 1 ,, ^ L a Ik' « *i Aim a 4- n 4 7 O rt l*i rtnn 7 < /»/!+( ftB 

JUU (r'4ufiyc 1**0 Itu«*c v*f*i-* U u j r -i -v VBI* r ^ r -m ■* 

/or ciiirens/iip. JTaidman hod seen Krivitsky last wee*-. £Te 
showed me a letter which he, Waldman , had written on January. 

11th to Paul\(phl , 173 Lexington Avenue, New York City fc v 

JTohi hod some financial arrangements with Krivitskji.^jtn this' 
letter reference was made to one Hans who apparently had been 
seen by Raul Vohl. Waldman on learning pf-^this information, 
inquired as to the whereabouts of Hans.' According to Waldman, 
Hans is one of the most brutal killers of the OGPV . He 
states that he must have come into this country illegally 
and his present whereabouts is unknown. He told me of no 
other descriptive characteristics of the individual he 
referred to as being Hans . He did know because of his con- 
versations with Krivitsky that Hans occupied a very important 
position with the OGPU in the capacity aforementioned . 

With reference to the homicide , Waldman definitely has 
the opinion that Krivitsky was not a suicide . He is of the 
opinion that Krivitsky knew his life was in danger • .Immedi- 
ately upon learning that Hans was in this country some time 
last week, Waldman intended to come to the FBI for a permit 
which would allow Krivitsky to carry a gun, inasmuch Krivitsky 
believed his life was in danger, Waldman did not go to the 
New York Office, nor did he call to the attention of the 
local police Krivitsky 's danger , and he says now that he 
feels^ partly responsible for the death of Zrivi±sj]tJU+ because 
Krivitsky was not afforded some protection. 1 1 * fi / /— 

FXCOBTED & TNTX™ Y^—l ' f H-P 
With reference to the inv estigati on being gpnaucied by 
the local authorities, Waldman stated ihat according to in- 
formation furnished to him by Inspectorfhompson,) Krt$p$&lQj 19 t 
hat ,ut ' AV S* '*i<\ 
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was found by a maid at the hotel , at approximately 9:30 a.m. 
Waldman was also informed that Officer Eckstrom of the 
local Police Department conducted the investigation and 
submitted a report to hi a superior s. Waldman talked to 
Dr. MacDonald , who, acc ording to Waldman, said that it was 
entirely possible for Erivitsky to have been killed the 
previous midnight. 


Waldman says Erivitsky wrote three letters. These 
were his most recent letters. Onejoas written to Louis 
Waldman in English ; one to Susanne^LaEollette in Persian, 
and one to his wife in Russian. Waldman did not indicate 

V'Mf 


*1 /* 
-v 


7 A T* O 

^ V ^ V C 1 w> f 


A 4 A + * 

o ^ w ^ 


writing in the letter to him did look like Ertvitsky 's hand j 
however , he was able to observe that perhaps the substance 
of the letter was written in o vein indi eating that perhaps 
Erivitsky was under some duress. Another unusual feature , 
according to Waldman, concerning the letters was that they 
were written and postmark ed at Charlottesville , Virginia . 


Waldman stated that he knew that the local police had 

Wflni) n «» 7 rt nntj 4 n h ft f { »»t» i ft/rf l nrr. TT& o n o +h *» n rftfr? nfl 1*: nit 
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any fingerprints in the room; they had no control over the 
room; they did not know who the individual was, except that 
it was a Samuel m Ginsberg who was found dead. Waldman said 
that he washable to convince the local authorities that the 
wan was Erivitsky. 

Waldman states that it is the FBI's function to make 
inquiries into this case, even though the matter is one of 
homicide and undsr the jurisdiction of the local authorities . 
Ee makes his appeal on the basis of public policy. Ee said 
that in all of his dealings with Erivitsky he knew that he 
was available to all Federal authorities • Ee pointed to the 
Dosenberg case and stated that Erivitsky was the first 
individual to identify the passport in this case. Ee said 
that Erivitsky had furnished considerable information to 
Federal authorities and to Mr. Murphy of the State Department 
and perhaps could have been of invaluable assistance in 
identifying various functionaries of the Party. Ee said 
that Erivitsky lived’ in fear of his' life, and had told him 
of the fear which existed for himself and his family. 
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Be said that Krivitsky was very fond of his family; had not 
shown any signs of depression , financially or mentally , 
and did not appear to be in any state of melancholia , in 
view of which it is Waldman 'a opinion that the OGPU knew of 
the assistance which he might have rendered to this Govern- 
ment , and because of the information which was in the posses- 
sion of Krivitsky , they decided , according to his opinion , to 
do away with him. Valdman says there is much more involved in 
this case than a mere killing. Be points out that if this case 
was not investigated completely , it would prove to the public 
that agents of the Soviet have a free hand in doing away 
with individuals whose interest is inimical to the Soviet , 
and that those individuals who are here and who are in the 
possession of information which may be furnished to Federal 
authorities are in constant fear of their lives • 

I informed Hr. Feldman that the matter is one within the 
jurisdiction of the local police, and that inasmuch as it in- 
volved a homicide , the Bureau did not have any jurisdiction 
in this matter . He asked me if that was the decision of the 
Bureau , and I informed him that it was • 


Respectfully , 



A. Rosen 


* 

^ JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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ffpbrral Bureau of Inonrtigation 
linittb States Department of lustire 
fflasftingtan, i. C. 
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February 11, 1941 



- SAC Hottel, if-TO, telephonically advised that his office 
is still trying to fine, out whether Krivitsky was murdered or com- 
mitted suicide. 


V-' 


I asked Mr. Hottel if it had been oeterminea whether 
the suiciae notes were actually in Krivitsky* e handwriting, suggesting 
that specimens of the known handwriting of Krivitsky coulo undoubtedly 
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Mr* Hottel tcviseu th^t the handwriting in the notes ana that on the 
hotel register are similar. 


Mr. Hottel stc-t^o th^t his office haa been advised the aoor 
to Krivitsjy's room was loc.<ed from the insiae ana that it wouia have 
been impossible for anyone to have entered the room other than through 
the aoor. 


I tolu Mr. Hottel to contact a NPA man ana try to ascertain 
any available information, cautioning the NPA man to keep the matter 
confidential, and to make any suggestions to the NPA man. Mr. Hottel 
stated he could Call Captain Callahan and suggest what can be done, 
adding, hot ever, that the matter is probably out of Captain Callahan's 
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ntmuk aov. cam ±n me uaiiuo ui uut HumiCidc S^utiu* Mi • Huttel 
that Callahan is Captaion of the No. One precinct, which covers the 
Bellevue Hotel. 


Mr. Hottel aavised that Krivitsky registered at the 
Bellevue Hotel on February 9th and that it is not known why he was in 
Washington, D. C. Mr. Hottel stated that the hotel management was not 
aware* of Krivitsky* 6 true identity. 
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J viaA to odvtao you o/ o cenferencejehicn Mr* mob cm •/ 
tAlo Bureau had tht» morning with Mr* Louifrfaldman, an at* 
toraey representing Falter Qfr'Xrtvttsky, the individual mho 
mat found dead yesterday in Ain ro on at the Bollevuo 1 Total, in 
the District* following the public announcement of tAa identity 
and death of Xrtvttsky, this Bureau has been beste’ged by numerous 
proof inquiries concerning the Bureau l o poottton in thl* matter • 
There have been many conjectural statements vitA reference to 
the activities of Xriviteky and Ata presence In the District 

/T* 1 LI- r i . rn- 1 O. - « A A A. 4 +4 - A 1/k.nf t on* on* on*_ ' 

v/ tviunaiQi i/vu»i vav lufftty ivu w 

tomey o/ JTov rork City ropreoent iny Xri viteky *s estate, has 
given a full statement to the proaa of kts opinion eoneorninp 
the death of Xriviteky, which death he tttriAutaa to tAe opera* 
t tons of the OGPU • fAo no rntng newspapers carried a full and 
complete story of these activities , and faidnon Aad alto ap- 
parently advised tAe newspapers of his intention to vtoit tAe 
headquarters of the FBI, for upon Aio arrival at our offices 
this morning he was accompanied by a corps of newsmen and 
photographers. The information which he furnished to tAia 
Jureau, vAicA J thought you might be interested in having, 
has already boon furnished In full to the newspapers by Ala. 

Faldnan related that he had spoken _to Xriviteky last 
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affairs, and knew tAat Ao had been in Tirginta preparing to 
oottio down with his wife and family, to legally change kts 
y,nane, and to fils an application for cttteenship • At that time 
, / Xriviteky appeared to Ao In good health « 

y » y 

», yHAiriny Faldxan r o conve root Iona *itA rrlvitafcy, he learned 

' ^TrtFcft/an individual known a aSCtfana" Aod # occordlny to Xriviteky , 
^FETontly entered the United States illegally . "ffoin" la al- 
***' c> *"* * * j fffed to be ene of the *Vosi bruts! killers ®/ ihi QQ?U ,* and 

liHiio o supposed to occupy a prominent position in the Stalinist 
’ — rwgtms* Faldman knew that Xriviteky feared "Band” Alleged 




Jfcnorondua for tA# 
attorney Cenorol 
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preeence in th o ftitted 5totee« Foldwan opporontl^ ^®d learned 
that on# PauT^ohl , 173 Lexington Avenue, Few fork City, a 
/riond 0 / JCrfyitofry, had apparently toon "Font" rocontly. 

J n n *vf a t* 4a gK4/jf ji abaJ 4 n^f A r»rt4 / nil AAAAJmljiA 

preoonce in the Phi tod States, Waldman terete a letter to Jtoul 
Wohl, inquiring of the present m hereabouts e f "Hons*" To 
lend credenee to the statement which Waldman made to the ef~ 
feet that he had written to fiaul Wohl , he displayed to Mr* 
Resen a copy of the letter which he had written to fiaul Wohl 
under date of January 11, 1941, wherein he had inquired eon* 
coming the present whereabouts of "Bans*" Faidoan advised 
that he did not receive on answer to thie letter* 


With reference to the instant alleged homicide, Waldman 
is of the opinion that Zrtvtteky *e death was not as a result 
of suicide * He knew that Zrivitsky believed his life was in 
danger, particularly because he had learned that "Bans" vae 
in the United States* According to Waldman, there was some 
discussion between Zrivttsky and ht««oi/ at to referring the 
matter to the local authorities tn Mew Tork City , so that 
iFriuitoJty might be afforded police protection * However, this 
j was not reported to the Hew Tork City "officials* Waldman 
1 therefore stated that he felt he Mo partly responsible for 
the death of Zrivitsky because of hie failure to obtain policy 
protection for him* 


With reference to the investigation being conducted by 
the local authorittee , Waldman related that he had received 
information from Inspector Bernard W» Thompson of the District 
of Columbia Police that Zrivitsky wae found by a maid at the 
Bellevue Hotel at approximately 9t30 a*m. on February 10, 1941, 
and that according to the doctor who conducted the examination 
of the body, ft vat entirely poeetble for Zrivitsky to have 
expired the prevtoue midnight* 


According to Waldman . Zrtvtteky had recently written 
three letters* These were his most recent communications * 
One of these letters was written in Sngltsh to Waldman, one 
in German to Susanne^LaFollstte, and one in Russian te 
Zrtvtteky *e wife* Waldman did not indicate the substance of 
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written to hin, according to hit observation, appeared to be 
Zrtvtteky *s penmanship* This letter, in Waldman r e opinion, 
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appeared to have been written under duress beeauee ef tte style 
and contents* These letters were postmarked at Charlottesville, 
Virginia, 

Valdman expressed his dissatisfaction with the Bonner 
in which the local police had been conducting their investtga - 
tion. After relating his displeasure ef the local outhorities t 
he asked that this Bureau conduct an investigation into the 
case because he believed that tMo was mot a msrs homicide, hut 
mo a matter tnvolvtng public policy « Me stated tAat It *a« 

the function of tho PBI to nako inquirt oe into thto caoo bocauee 

he knew that Xrivitsky had made available to federal authorities 
information on various occasions, With p^foronco to t&to stats* 

I mont of Valdman, I wish to point out that Krtviteky has nsvsr 
fl furnished any information of valuo to this Bureau • Me has 
1] never been used as an informant , and . according to Information 

nl nun 4 T/» k To 4m 4Mo ■ it WAfO VI 4* 4m mm* Iraim m,hm*kmm h m knA n<nM 

jy (v »••** *»i»i *»»f ww rw * »hv«iii ««■ >n* i www jfwww* 

(( information to other federal agencies • Me further related that 
Xrivitsky had been the first to identify the passport in the 
Micholas Bo eenberg case , and that Xrivitsky had furnished In - 
omation to Mr, Murphy of the £tato X>opart*ont* fAlo Bureau 
as no knowledge of any information or aoolotanoo which 
Xrivitsky may Aavo furnished to the State Bepartment with 
reference to the Boeenberg case, Valdman related that 
Xrivitsky could have been ef InvoluobJo ooolotonco In identify- 
ing yarlouo functionaries of tAo Party, Me ntatod that Xrivitsky 
lived in conotant fear of hie life and knew tAct even though •* 
this fear existed, it boo Xrivitsky '§ desire to conttnuo to be 
of aoolotanco to tAooo persons with whom he had previously dealt • 
According to Valdman, Xrivitsky was very fond of hie family, 
had not shown any signs of deprssoion, mentally or otAorvloo, 
and did not appear to be In any state of mclancAolla* It was 
also Valdman f s conclusive opinion that the OGPU wers aware of 
the assistance which Xrivtteky may have rendered to tAlo 
Government , and that because of his excellent fund ef informa- 
tion Valdnan states that the OGPU deetded to do away with him 
and that therefore Xrivitsky *e death was a Bettor ef vital 
importance to our Government • If this caoo vao not completely 
solved, It vould prove to the public, according to Valdnan f a 
staiemsnt, that agent e of the Sovtet had a free hand in this 
countryf that they would be able to do away with individuals 
whose interest was inimical to the Soviet, and that those 
individuals who are here and who are In possession of informa- 
tion which nay be furnished to federal authorities would be 
in constant fear for their lives. 


Msmorandum for the 
Attorney General 
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Mr • Waldman was informed that the death of Erivttsky 
000 a aottor coafnp wttAtn tAo ^url»d( ctlon 0/ the local 
authorities j tAot the local authorities had at the very 
outset assumed Jurisdiction of the Inquiry Into his death j 
that the Coroner had returned a finding of doatA caused 
by suicide and that in the event tt was later determined 
death was caused by murder t the Jurisdiction would still 
remain in the hands of the local authorities • 


Respectfully, 


John Edgar Soever 
Si rector 
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Assistant LAC Guerin of the tie* York Of fit 
teiephoi!caixy aavised that the tie* Yon Office re- 
ceived information from a newspaper man with regard to ‘ 
the aeath of Colonel Walker G, KrivitbAy. Kniv itsky was 
found shot in a room of the Bellevue Hotel Jfn Washington, 
D. C., where he had registered as b chme 1 ha* u inshore 
This inf ormation was submitted to Krivitsky’s attorney 
in tie* York City, one Louis t. a Inman. 




I tola Mr. Guerin tnat tne bureau had alr eady 
received tnis information; however, it was desired that 
auuitional information be ootainea regarding his death. 

Mr. Guerin is going to attempt to fina additional 
information either through a confidential informant or some 
other source . He is going to talk with Ageut^BH^regaraing 
toe possible use of an informant who can discreetly obtain \ 

the information aesirea. Hr. Guerin will telephonically 
auviae the Bureau if any auaitionai information is received 
by tne tie* York Office. 



LA! a B 



Respectfully, 
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February 23, 1941 
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Ij noticed in the press reporte of today that Congresstuin 
J. ParnelVfThonas , a member of the Dies Committee , pave out a state- 
ment in Hew Jersey relative to the Xri vt tsky cose, about which I 
rrote you (no menorondur. on February 11, 1941 . Congressman Thomas 
stated , among other things, that he intepided to have the director of 
’ \the FBI subpoenaed to appear before th€j Dies Committee sometime this 
\ K ireek , together with the Chief of Police of Tashington, J). C. and the 
Chief of Detectives of the Washington, 0. C* Police Departmeni, for 
Ny" the purpose of finding out why this case was not investigated by the 
\ FBI and also uhy it was so poorly handled by the local police, as 
„ Congressman Thomas stated . 






I do not know whether this is merely a publicity stunt 
upon the part of Congressman 77. o mas or whether he does intend to have 
such a subpoena issued, but I thought I should col 1 this matter to 
your attention and also remind you of the contents of the memorandum 
wt ich 2 addressed to you under dote of February 11th and ichfch re- 
ferred to an interview, which was had by a representative of this 
Bureau with A'r. Zoui sx^aldman, the attorney for Irivi tsky, at which 
time Ifr . r-oldmcn was informed that this Bureau does not have any 
juri sdi ctlon in the natter; that the case was entirely a local case / 
and that whatever investt gative action was to be taken would have to 
be token by the local authoriti es . The local authorities did inves- 
tigate the matter, I am tnforned, and did find that ft ros o suicide • 
At that time, if I recall correctly , Congressman Thomas viewed the 
body of the deceased nan at the morgue and stated that it was 
Frt vttsky . In hie statement in Mew Jersey yesterday, he stated that 
now he hoe some doubt as to whether the sum was Frt vt tsky , He did 
not state what had caused the doubt to arise in his mind » 


I, of course , do not see what jurisdiction the FBI would 
Qve in a matter of this kind, and it would seen that the sole pur- 
e of Congressman Thomas in votctng these statements to the press 
JfcJ Pej? Jersey yesterday was to again gain some headlines for the Dies 
affO^mittee . This Bureau has not and will not t ake any action in the 
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Federal Bureau 
Washington D C 
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I nveetigati on 


Gentlemen - 

You undoubtedly know a aLllion 
case than any other people but I cfcnno - 
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Kriviteky 

Bin If p 


more 
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jti mes 

forbear 
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wv tuc wiic oi ar^mia 

one to look after. He admits buying the gun. He is 
mentioned in one of the letters. At the end as an afterthought. 
Why? To make him seer, to be no party to the affair. His writing 
ehould be carefully checked with the notes. His movements in 
Charlottesville should be looked into. W^s the bullet surely 
^rom the gun that was found. Perhaps he had a gun with a 
silencer, same caliber ad the one found. Why would he do it. 

To please Stalin might be Hitler's aim and Dobert may be simply 
follow i ng instructions^ Whf untlpr t.hp mm H n all +K1 a u„r*4 

to Bettle here. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


11:39 All 



'roll ^eekt 


Carroll T e eke of the^aeh ington Ti mes-Herald tele- 

phoned and stated that in view \of the additional information 


de ve 1 oned in the rJCr i vi tsk v c a $ e 
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)< olf e l^Pob ert , a confessed Hazi s torn trooper who .broke with 
Hitler in 1933 and of the identification of Hrs. l^obert as 
the person who droue Kri vitsky to his hotel , he fcxirr 
if the 7 hi is now investigating. 


i ted to know 


I told him the Bureau is not investigating this case. 


He stated that in view of the new angles t he would be 
of the opinion that the FBI would investigate the murder in view 
of the fact that it appears a conspiracy was entered into 

resulting in the murder. I told him that the FBI has juris- 
diction as to crimes including murder committed on Government 
reservations or on the high seas and that the local police have 
jurisdiction over murders in the District of Columbia occurring 
on other than Government reservati ons. 


Hr. Peeke stated that the death weapon bears serial 
number 43907 and reporters of the Times-Herald have ascertained 
the I gun was purchased in Charlottesville y Virginia; that it was 
tak^n in trade in connection with the purchase of another gun . 
The reporters are working on this angle at the present time. 


Hr. Peeke als o stated 


P.us si an 

and not 
the killer. 


in Hew York s insists wit 
a suicide ; that Kerensky 

no 


I made 


comment 



Kerensky , the well-known 
mdnan that it is .a murder 
rther states that ["Hans'* is 
this 


Hr. Peeke al 
Times-Herald reporters 
a 
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statement. 

. ' K . I £ ji>- VOJEJ 

o advised that Attorney %al 
that the Department of Justi ce~jn' New fork 
ked i/aldman to produce Kerensky before the Grand Jury, t 



memorandum for the Director 


February 12* 1941 


what was known about that. I informed him that his inquiry 
should be made of L'r . Allen in the Department of Justice ; that 
the FBI has, nothing to do with Grand Jury proceedings. 

l'r. Peeke stated that Kaldnon informed Times-Herald 
reporters that the FBI agents in Hew York promised Frivitsky 
protection and t h at when Kri vitsky left Few York t f/alcincn in- 
structed him to contact l'r. Hoover at the FBI and demand 
proiecti on. 

I informed Hr. Peeke that the statement is not true ; 
further * that the FBI does not furnish protection and that agents 
do not act as guards. 


P.espe ctfull y , 
JJ Tracy ' 
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SWdrral Surrnu of f nursttgattan 
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New York, K. Y. 

February 20, 1941 




Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
"ashing ton, B. C. 
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UNITED STATES 


Dear Sir: 


f advised this office on February Il7l941that 

General TiALTEk G. KRIVITSKY was very free with an individual, 
FOfcl&HEHZ. an employee of the\0GPU. According to| 

7 K O O A dirAln-r P ^ tl 

W X " La LT V Cj J. CM IT V C ~7 I V lift ■ V rr I 1 i 1 TB-" T I t— * r J T* 


in this country 
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Later In the day coinrmnicated 

with the office and stated that he had learned throuph a con* 
fidential informant that the xnd^vidual previously referred to 
hijn was actually one jiLFRU) HERZXORIS. He stated that BORIS 
is actually GEORGEylNK , who was supposed to make arrangements 
for all the\killings in the Comunis t Party* MINK is a brother-in~law 

l wKr.T r» v f\ 7 f^fcw x ~ 4 . i i _ r* -n > ^ 

»niw xo iicoku ux unt? xteu ifiLPnia^i o na j 

Labor Union in Russia. KINK’S assistant is HERKAK NICHOLAS SHERMAN 
who authorized the assassination of the Italian leader in Barcelona 
namely CARL; ILLO\BERNERI on a date unknown. 
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Very truly yours, 

D t? C % PVTVW* r J 1 ^ 

A-’ « XJ. k^nUAUil — ^ 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Scpteeber 19, 1941 
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Aealstant Director B. 
\Se* York, ties York 


J. Oonnal 3 tr 


Door Sir» 




Ki VALTER 0. IHIVITStYj 
ESnORAQE - a. 


Refere nce la code to the teleptordcAmrersatlon between 
Special AgeotlHIESBi^bf the Bov York K«4 Office and Supervisor W7 cl 
P. J. Wacko of the Bureau regarding the obtaining of information concerning 
the prevent whereabouts of llro. Walter o/lriviteky and her eon. 

The Bureau desires Special Ag«ntfl||^HlHHto Interview VT)C. 
Mr. Benaan Zlsals, vice Freaident of the Mutual Life Ineuranoa Coepany 
of Brooklyn, New York, to obtain whatever Information that company has 
in ita poaeeselon regarding Mr*. Krlvitaky and her present hereabout#. 

It should be impressed upon Mr. Zinels that this particular Inquiry 
is aade in the strictest confidence. 

A teletype svmnary of the information obtained should be 
submitted to the Bureau not later than September 19, 1941, 

Very truly yours. 


Sir, Tttaee 
«r. f. A. n 


Avl. . ir.i i/,iijLU 

V'T - <- • 

I/.#*. . * Wr(V. J < . I* t»W 


John Edgar Soever 
Director 



Brt.ij SHnl; 


Sf\‘ 

- :S 






X 





r r' 



Ti.e following telegr&n v.ns received today sent to 
the swne party as those furnished to you yesterday 
ana sent by the suae sender: 

"bill you check “ALD’iAJI , Hotel Willard, on today ‘s 
Journal story that revolver found was .38 calibre 
v.hile^02ij.T says 'diJVITSKY bought .32. Also 
"i.-'lLI. --1' yesterday telephoj)4d Washingtonian in on 
the know (conficentiallytEies Committee Investiga- 
tor) letting him think he was talking to LOUIS 
: rsLLLUJ , said emphatically that it was a suicide. 
You night press t ALIYA!; on that. Also you night 
ouild up a new lead on the statement from ’.TALEC'AII 
that whether suicide or iwurder rhat he wants is a 
Feoer.-a in uiry into the activities of the OGPU 
here . " 
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DIRECTOR 
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February 14 , 1941 


lfL'f r '/J'X n ,' FOP. VR. E. A. TA' n 


RE: 


GENERAL V, LITER G. 
with aliases: Samuel ^Gi 

Shmelka J Ginsberg, Walter 



Ur. Tola •'id _ 

Ur- K. A. Timm... 

Mr. Clan ... ... 

Mr. /"onrorti 

Mr. N athan ^ 

Mr* Lull! 

Mr* GlavU 

Mr, Kldivti 

Mr, BndM 

Mr, Bmo 

Mr* TVkj 

MM* Qnxrty 


iky 

7 



berg, 
okef . 


Reference is made to the recent death bf General Walter 
G. Krivitsky who was found dead at his hotel room in the 
Bellevue Hotel, 15 E Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C., 
on February 10. 1941. 

- V - - * r - 

Reference is also made to the various newspaper articles 
commenting on the death of General Krivitsky and especially to 
the alleged statements made by Lou aldman, Attorney, 302 
Froadv.ay, New York City, who represented Krivitsky prior to 
the latter’s death. Wrldman maintained that Krivitsky met his 
death at the hands of 00PU Agents. He stated to newspaper 
representatives that he had furnished the ?13I with documentary 
proof that one HanS"Bruesse, "a notorious OGPU killer” was 
assigned tc liquidate the former co-workers cf the Soviet Secret 
Service in New York City. 

A review of the Bureau files indicated that neither Waldman 
or Krivitsky ever furnished information to the Bureau regarding 
the above-mentioned Hans Bruesse. The only information appearing 
in the files of the Bureau regarding Hans Bruesse is a passing 
reference made by Krivitsky regarding him in an article written 
by Krivitsky which appeared in the August 5, 1939 issue of the 
Saturday Evening host. The excerpt of that article, wherein the 
name of Hans Bruesse Is menti oned, is set forth in the report of 
Special Agent ^BIBHIHH^dated August 19, 1939 in the Va) C 
case entitled, "Serge Bassoff; John Antonedyj William Gorav/ay^ 
Espionage", Bureau file $ 65-2839. . 

EECOLDFD & INDEXED / £-0 

It may be noted that at the time General Krivitsky was ■ ■; 

interviewed by Special Agent^^j^^of the New York City Field Office 


on October 6, 1939, in connection with the above-mentioned, cate^S fc$<L 

— j „ , __ _r a v.^ ^ ^ 

tuiu in tue jji gi w* LflSBaii j » aumicui ji^li wivi biiiv uitsii bioi 

the narr.e of Hans Eruesse or supplied any information Concerning his 
identity or activities. 
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Memo for Tamm 


- 2 - 


Pursuant to instructions from Supervisor C. H. Carson 


the New York City Field Office has been requested to make appropriate 
inquiries of the Confidential Informants of that Office to determine 
the identity and affiliations cf Hans Eruesse as well as the identity 
and activities of Colonel Boris Pykov and Gertrude Schilbach, 


The Richmond Field Division has been requested to institute 
a preliminary investigation regarding the background, renutation and 
activities cf Mr. and Mrs . Eithel TV. Dobert, residing near Charlottesville, 
Virginia, with whom Erivitsky spent the week end preceding his death. 

Beth the New York City end Richmond Field Divisions were 
instructed to conduct the requested investigations in a highly 
discreet and confidential manner in view of the recent publicity 
given to Krivitskv. 



Respectfully, 



/ 


JOHN EDGy HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 
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5r6rral Surrau of lnui>Btigation 
Unitrb £tatrs ©rpartment of iuetice 

&3asl?mgton, 35. <C. 

February 12, 1941 
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Although we have every reason to believe that Casimer 
F. t-alr er is comoletely and entirely unreliable, I don't be- 
Jieue we can overlook- the possibility of there being something 
l°- ihe stor b outlined in the attached telegram from. Henry Palm- 

o € T • — e 


Cf course, everything that we have ever obtained from 
Palmer, who you will recall is frequently contacted by Bob If, 
na£ been without factual foundation, I believe , however , we 
have nothin: to lose by at least intervi ewino Palmer , and if 
you approve, I will instruct the New York office to do this. 
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J*&ruory 14 , 1941 

/oo- // l¥&-/J 


Itr, Henry Pc ynter 
Assistant Editor 
"PJf 1 I'agastne 
Mew Tork, Mew Tork 


Dear Iflr* rcyntort 

I appreciate your courtesy in fumtohtng 
the information oonoorhtnff Caetner Pilinae Palmer 
contained In your telegram of relruary 11, 1941 * 
Upon receiving these data 1 instructed the Special 
Agent in Cterge of my Mew Tork Office to have an 
Agent call upon you at once in order that the 
Bureau might have t-e benefit of this information . 
In the event there ie any indication of a violation 
of a federal statute krftMn the Investigative 
Jurisdiction of this Bureau you may be assured 
appropriate action will be taken • 



fcU !\‘~r M TQS CONTES} .n. c 
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Sincerely yours. 


» » ^ * a ««L Poorer 

John Edgar 3b over 

Director 
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CA 11 _ BYfl/ntULXO 



PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL - L ■ ; 

THE KEN WHO' KILLED ^KRlVITSKY TRIED TO HIRE CASIMER PILlNA S^ALMtlT'^ 
TWO MONTHS AGO TO PERFORM A KIDNAPPING JOB IN THIS COUNTRY 
FOR STALIN, PALMER WANTED TO WORK ON THE MATTER FOR US 


AND THE ONLY REASON HE DIDNT IS THAT WE RAN OUT OF DOUGH. 

I BELIEVE PALMER TO BE ENTIRELY RELIABLE AND TO -KNOW THE WHOLE 
INSIDE STORY SOME OF YOUR PEOPLE KNOW HIM IF YOU DONT 
HAPPEN TO YOURSELF. PLEASE LET ME KNOW ANYTIME I CAN EVER BE 
OF SERVICE TO YOU. BEST WISHES 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
~~ DIRECTOR 
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jrftrral Burpnu of inupfltigation t ^ 

Bniteft itatm Bppartmrnt of fustic* 
Sast^lngton, B. <£. 


February 10, 1941 


iJE-'ORANDUt'. FOR KH. E. A. TAJ.S.1 



He: WALTER G. KHIVITSKT 



t 



I called SAC Hottel of the Washington Field Office with 
regard to the attached news items of th^Vashingt on City News 
Service dated February 10th, and told him that the Bureau wants 
a very discreet check into the matter of Krivitsky' s death, 

, particularly as to whether the individual found dead in the 
T3ellevue Hotel at Washington, D. C,, today is actually Walter G, 
Krivitsty and, if so, whether he was murdered, and, if possible, 
by whom. It was explained to Mr. Hottel that this matter must 
be handled very discreetly so as to preclude the possibility of 
the Bureau's getting publicity in connection therewith. 




Mr. Hottel was told that the Bureau is denying to the 
press that an investigation is being conducted. It was pointed 
out to him, however, that if Krivitsky was actually slain, there 
is an excellent possibility the job was done b^CGFlf agents under 
orders from the OGPU organization in Russia, for which reason 
the Bureau is vitally interested, although we must conceal our 
interest. 

Mr. Hottel stated that he would get hold of — - 

wt/KK/tk the NPA man, who probably handled the policeinvesti- 
gation for homicide, and will arrange to get the facts in detail. 
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Ur. Hottel subsequently called back and advised that 
Krivitsky's body is at the Morgue and that he does not consider 
it advisable to send an Agent there to see the body tonight. 

I pointed out to Mr. Hottel that this would probably not do a 
great deal of good, inasmuch as none of the Agents of the WFO 
could readily identify Krivitsky, except from a magazine photo- 
graph, 1/r. Hottel being advised that Krivitsky wrote a series of 
articles for the Saturday Evening Post about May or June, 1940, 
and that his photograph appeared in the Saturday Evening Post 
at that time. Mr. Hottel advised he has heard qewspaper reports 
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kr. E. A. Tamm 
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February 10, 1941 


to the effect that Krivitsky, who testified before the Dies Com- 
mittee during the past summer, will be viewed by representatives 
of the Dies Committee tomorrow in an effort to effect a positive 
identif ication. 

Respectfully, 

<3> i H ' 

n U n 

• w* Odi OUU 

Att achment 


Addendum: 


Agent the Y.ashington Field Office subsequently Wc 
advised that he had received information from a member of the * 

metropolitan Police, Washington, that Hr. liatthews, an investi- \ 

gator for the Dies Committee , has positively identified the body 
as being that of Krivitsky. 


agent ^^H^l^stated that newspaper reporters are so 
thick around the Police Department tonight and are showing so 
much interest in this case it will be virtually impossible to 
obtain any definite information one way or another. He did not 
know vrhether the police have recovered the bullet and taken steps 
to compare it with the gun found near Krivitsky' s hand. (The 
report is that krivitsky was found dead by a chambermaid in the 
Bellevue Hotel, with a bullet wound through h is head and a .33 
automatic pistol by his hand. ) Agent does not know 

what, if any, olews the police have indicating possible murder, 
suicide, or just what the story actually was. 


and Agent 
tonight. 


Some letters written in Russian were found on Krivitsky, 
Us having these translated at the Bureau 
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Page(s) withhold entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exempt ion* s) b\ __ __ with no segregable 

material avail a file for release to vou. 


ED Information pertained only to a third partv with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


[ 1 Information pertained onl\ to a third part\ . Your name is listed in the title only. 

I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

, was /were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 


Paget s) withheld for the 1 following reason! s): 


! ) For your information: 


K The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages: 
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For jour information I wish to advise that Welter 0. Krlvltaky 
was found dead In hi* hotel room in the Bellevue Hotel, 15 E Street, 
Jiortfcweet, Washington, D. C., on February 10, 1941* Krlvltaky 
left Hew York City on or about February 5, 1941 end proceeded to 
the hone of Kr* and lire. Klthel V* Dobert who reside on a fare 
near Charlottesville, Tlrginia. On Sunday, February 9, 1941, ■_ 
Krlvltaky and Fra. Dobert left Charlottesville and motored to 
Washington, D. C. ^FrlvltaVy registered at the Bellevue Hotel undpr -n 
the name of Val twrP r e k wf . i ,, r; S 


7 


While at the Dobert real dance Krlrltaky purchased a »38 •. aallbre 
automatic revolver which was found in hla room. - ~ 

^ 5 

The Helical Examiner for the District of Columbia, aftekS 
reviewing all the facta pertaining to this particular matter, r en dered 
an official opinion that Krlvltaky committed suicide with the a b ove- - 
mentioned .38 calibre revolver. A death certificate to that affect— 
has been offlclelly filed. 


u 


Prior to hla death Krlvltaky wrote three different notes , 

which Indicated suicidal Intentions. These notea together with the 
location and physical surroundings of Krivltsky's hotel room precluded 
’/ any opinion that Krlvltaky was wardered. f 
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It «ty bt of Interest to you to know that Louie Waldean, 
an Attorney with offieee at 302 Broadway, Vow York City, repreeentad 
Iriritalcy prior to the latter** death and was of the opinion that 
Krivitelcy *** aur dared by OGPU Agent*, Valdaan has atated that 1 m 


allegedly a "notorious OGPU killer* who had been f <g»— < to "liquidate" 
former Agent* of the Soviet Secret Police Organlaatiou 

For your Inf ora* ti on the only data appearing in the file* of 
thi* Bureau pertaining to Sana Bruaeae la a paaelng refarenoe to him 
by KrirltaVy In the latter*# article which *ppesred In the Augoet 5* 

1939 issue ©f the Saturday Keening Poet entitled, *ky Flight Pboa Stalin" 
In this ease article YrleitaVy mentioned the naaee of Colonel Boria 

tvVn* allaea^lv ann^Mi a <P IVa ftTiTSTT e*44 Mt 

w* *»v*'*4«pw** ekfc^e^w u j •UNwewAa w* a ■ yu* v we je»u eaea i pa n 

For your confidential information thia Bureau 1* p recently 
contacting a confidential Inquiry regarding the identity and whareaboot* 
of Hana Bruasse, Colonel BcrlA'-fiykcrv and OertrudeStahllbaeh, *=■ — " 

I would appreciate any Information appearing in your filet 
regarding these three individual*. j 

In the event our investigation reveala anything which a ay be I 

of interest, the asae will be pro mp tly transmitted to you for your ( 

infornatlon. 

I assure you that I desire to cooperate in all aattare of 
■utual interest. 
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FBI MIAMI 2-12-41 12- IS PM EC 

DIRECTOR 

O 

GENERAL WALTER G KRIVITSKY IN FORMATION CONCERNING 

CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT ADVISES INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM BOSTON THAT 

THREE EIGHT SAVAGE REVOLVER USED IN DEATH OF KRIVITSKY REGISTERED IN 


NAME OF FRANK^MCCORT WHO IS AT WILHOLM COTTAGE, HOLLYWOOD FLORIDA. 
ADVISE IF MCCORT SHOULD BE INTERVIEWED. 
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Special Agent in Charge 
New York, W ew York 
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RE: HANF ffiEUEr^E; 

EITHEL W./Q0EEFT; 
MARGUERITE] 
ESPIONAGE 



ri vcur.i. i 
EpOBElTj 


Dear Sir : 


„ Reference is made to the recent death of General Walter G. 

~T£rivitsky, former head of the Soviet Military Intelligence in Western " 
Europe. Eriwitsky was foind dead in his hotel room at the Bellevue 
Hotel, 15 E Street, tl. W., Washington, D. C., on February 10, 1941. 

Krivitsky had registered at the Bellevue Hotel on Sunday, 
February 9, 1941 a '“ter spending the preceding few days at the home of 
c- M r . and Vrs. Eithel F. Dobert who reside on a farm near Charlottesville , 

Virginie , with their son Stephen, two and one-half years of age. 

Dotert has been described in various newspaper articles as a former 
Nazi Army Officer * author and lecturer. 


According to an article appearing in the February 11, 1940 . 

issue of the Washington Tiiaes— u^rald, Louis Faidman, 302 Broadway, 

New York City, an Attorney who formerly represented Krivitsky, stated 
that Krivits’iy left New York City about a week pripr to the latter 1 s 
death and had failed to return to N e * York City; that Krivitsky was 
scheduled to appear before the Coudert-Rapp Committee investigating 
subversive activities in the New York City Schools. 


According to information appearing in the various newspaper 
articles, ^aldman is of the opinion that Kriv it sky's death was caused 

bv A^pnt.f nf OfiPTT _ +>ie> Pn«*H An rvO 1 no Wnl ^?nnn A n nh + 

— ^ ^ ** ^ wip-a V | VM W | ^ W4 V V A v V 9 » ’ » J AM iJ,r 1 II * '.Afci dLil W A « J.U 

with newspaper rf-p resentb Vives stated that be, Faldman, furnished the 
Bureau with documentary evidence concerning Hans Bruesse whom he 
identified as "a notorious OGPU killer who cast a deep spell of fear 
on the General", and who allegedly was assigned to "liquidate" former 
co-workers of the foviet Secret Police Organization. The February 12, 
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SAC, “e* York 


19/1 iEsue of the Washington Times-Herald newspaper contained a 
reproduction of a let er allegedly fovnd among Krivitsky'e personal 


Miss SuzannejLaFollette, 

22 Test 23rcr Street, 

New York City. 

For your information. Miss LaFollette is an alleged writer 
residing in New York City and was a close friend of General Krivitsky. 


information pertaining to Hans Bruasse appears in the article written 
ty Krivitsky and published in the August 5* 1^39 issue of the Saturday 
Evening Post. The excerpt of that article, wherein the name of 


. l _ si * i a i _ j_ a . .a T_ n t i— v / a l j.1 

o* r efT «] Tm c idTTUT" an c nn T.on u n mm rv / i u; i nnn mrp r.riw* 



“New York January 7, 1941 
17 3 Lexington Avenue. 


% dear Miss La Foliette, 

Will you please inform your honorable 


friend K. that en ominous person is in New York: Hans ^ 


This letter is addressed to you since K* 



hides from me* u bviously, to escape the serTin^ of a 
summons for the remaining $200 which be owes me in 


virtue of a formal arbitration award to which I 
submitted at his request. 


His devious practices hardly justify this 


warming. 1 hesitate to send it. It may be better to 
let the rats devour each other. 


Yours truly 


(s)- PA 


1 


KOHL 


Paul Kohl 


An examination of the Bureau files indicated that the only 


SAC, New York 
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Han? Bruesse if mention ed, is set forth in the report of Fpecial 
Agent dated August 19 ^ 1939 in the case entitled, 

"Serge Btssoff ; John/Antonedy; Filliaqr Gorway; - Espionage." 

Your attention is called to that particular excerpt of Krivltsky’s 
Jhrticle wherein the names of Colonel Borigf Bykov and Gertrude 
/fchildbach are mentioned. " 






Jr 


‘'or your additional information^Confidential Informant 

of the New fork City Field Office, reported on August 16, 
|1939, that Dr. Paul t'ohl, a German refugee affiliated with the 
International Press anc^^terary Bureau, 171 Uadison Avenue, New York 
City , informed him, that Krivitsky was extremely nervous 

because he was being "hounded" by Communists; that Krivitsky was 
under the impression that Stalin intended to do away with him and had 
appropriated $100,000. to "get him"^itirbelieved that Paul Ifohl , 
mentioned ty Confidential inf orman is identicial with the 

individual whose names appears in the letter addressed to Kiss Suzanne 
ha Follette, as above set forth. J-t is very possible that Paul kohl 
may be in possession of information bearing upon the identity of Hans 
Erue Ese . 


V 


ftie New York City Field Division is requested to immediately - 
attempt to ascertain through its Confidential informants the identity, 
reputation, background and activities of Hans Bruesfe, Boris Eylov 
and Gertrude Schildbach to determine whether these individuals are 
presently in the United Ftates and affiliated with the 0GPU Organisation. 



is suggested that this investigation be assigned to 

at one time interviewed General Walter Krivitsky and who 
is familiar with the background of Russian Communistic activities in 
New York City. 

Your attention is called to the delinquent status of the case 
entitled, "Serge Bessoff, et alj" mentioned abo"e. You were requested 
on January 22, 1941 to review this particular case and submit a report 
concerning the same. The Bureau desires that you give this matter your 
immediate attention and place it is line for investigative activity. 

You are instructed to advise the Bureau regarding the present status 
of the case and when a report may be expected by the Bureau. 


The Richmond vieid Division is requested to institute a preliminary 
investigation regarding the identity, background and activites of Ur. and 
Krs, Eithel Dobert residing near Charlottesville, Virginia. 
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FAC, Nev< York 
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Ajit- investigation requested In the New York City and 
Richmond Field Divisions oust of necessity be conducted in a 
highly discreet and confidential manner. You are requested 
to give this matter your immediate attention. 

Ihe Mew York City Field Office will be considered the 
o^ice o r origin in this matter. 


Vgjy truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc Fichmond 
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I wish to acknowledge receipt of jour let tor 
dated February 22, 1941 . 

. Tow courtesy and Interest in bringing this 

Infer oat ion to ay attention are indeed appreciated, and 
you aay be assured jour letter *111 receive appropriate 
consideration* 


Sincerely yours. 




John Edgar Boon 
Director 
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Assistant Special Agent in Charge Guerin called from 
New Tork on a nothe r matter and a dvised that he had been informed 
previously by 

that Krivitsky had bee n friendly with aTman named Alfred Herz/Boris . 
Mr. Guerin stated that again communicated with him today 

and advised that Alfred Herz Boris w as identical with ^<*or^eyv-tnA- | 
who, according to ic the Communist leader who is 

in charge of •’executions" in the United States. He also stated that 
Min 4k is a brother-in-law of Arnold/ L azoVsky, the he ad of the Red 
International Labor Union in Russia, ^mBH||||^Reuggested 
thAt Krivitsky »s friendship with Boris^aliasiSn7«^Sght have some 
bearing on the death of Krivitsky in Washington, D. C. 

i Mr. Guerin stated that it is further reported that Herman 
Nicholas ’Sherman has acted as Minsk’s assistant and that Sherman 
authorized the killing of Caraillo Bemeri in Barcelona, Spain, some 
time ago. This incident is reported only as a matter of information 
incidental to Minck’s supposed connection with the death of Krivitsky. 
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Respectfully, 









R. P. Kramer 
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Ifberal Bureau of inorstigstion 
Snitrii States fifparttmnt of luitirr 
fllasfyington, B. C. 

February 24, 1941 
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_ JTit/i reference to the matter involving 

f. UJ^McAnney ! s statement that he had information from 
a bureau Agent whom he had found previously tp be reliable 
that Erivitshy had committed suicide because the Bureau 
did not accept his offer to be of assistance , Hr. Con - 
nelley advised during te lephonic convers ation that he 
is having Special Agent ai ntain. contact 

with former Special vlpenta^H^H^Hj^^and 

see if he can ascertain who tfclkeawith BcAnne^ 
has also contacted a reporter by the name of 

but nothing definite has been 



1 / Irwin in this regard 
* ascertained as yet. 
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Respectfully, 

A. ROSEN 
M! 

A- vrrCTTj 

BY-s^itsC. 
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Mr. C. W, SAUNDERS , Chief of the Shipping 
Service, B-ureau of Marine Inspection a nd Navi gation, 
Department of Commerce, informed Agent fl^^^th&t on the 
I evening of February 17 , 1940 he received a long-distance 
> telephone call from Captain RYLAUDER , U. S. Shipping Com- 

missioner, Old Mint Building, San Francisco, California, 

\ v vherein Captain RYLA1DER stated that he had reasons to 

*■ ^ "believe that RICKAHD-KRE3S and V. Jr^TAIJSVOIE, two seaman, 

had something to do with the recent murder of General 
^ KRIVITSKI. 


He stated that RICHARD KREBS, "born in Darmstadt, 
Germany on December 17, 1904, held old Able Seaman’s Ticket 
fl35,053 issued him January 3, 1924 at Los Angeles, at which 
time he gave his address as 532 - 5th Street, San Pedro, 
California; that EEE5S who was six feet, one inch tall, 
weighed 185 pounds, hair brown, eyes brown, had either lost 
or sold his Seaman’s Ticket, and a duplicate ticket ^141,678 
was issued him at Los Angeles, California on August 28, 1925, 
at which time he gave his residence address as the Blaise 
Hotel, San Pedro, California. 

Mr. SAUNDERS stated that V, J. FRANSWOIR held 
Seaman’s Identification Ticket ^31 issued him by the Ameri- 
can Consulate at Hamburg, Germany on November 10, 1923, 
at which time he gave hie residence address as 532 - 5th 
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Director 

V. 0. KSITITSKI 

February 19, 1941 


that the file on RICHARD KEKBS refleets no information 
other than that given In the foregoing. 

Mr. SADUDERS also informed Agent that flc. 

I Captain EYLA2HZE will "be glad to furnish to an Agent of 
• i the Bureau any further information if he has any, hut 
! | that he expressed his wish that the matter he treated 
confidentially as he. Captain HYLAHDER, would not want 
■■ to have his name disclosed in connection with this infor- 
i nation. 
l: 


The above information is furnished the Bureau for 
any consideration it merits. 


Very truly yours. 



GUY HOim 

Special Agent in Charge 
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fttewr 11, 19U . 


onmi viiTO ysiyitskt, with eiieeeot 
towl 01 ns berg, Shnelke Qtnsberp* falter Frcfcef 
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falter IrlrlUiy, far »tr tarepNB bu4 «f tU Sorlti XUltary 
Iotellicenee was found de&J on Ibtraery 10, 19£1 la Ida not at 
the bellevae Hotel, 15 E Stmt, I. I., lotiattOB, B. C* 

friTlUfy entered the fMted Stats* Brlic tt« lattar pari 
of 193S, aoooopaalod by fala wlfa and eklld* 

Aria; January 1?3?, ha visited tha Sapartaaot tf State 
s*ere ha dlaeoMal eertaln aspects of tha OQPU flrgttlwtlaw tviaf 
the coarse of the conference ho advised that ho fhared that aeoa 
■osbar ©: the 00TO Orrenlaatloo would eeke aa attach open him or 
eeabers or Ma faatily w hile la tha United stataa* Ha advised that ha 
w living vMly »J eodeeverla? not to attract attention* At 
that iiao ha «u uioi by tbs toporta«ot of State officials if ho 
desired police protection. Ho replied that ha did not intend to 
oak* that retpwet hot intended to leart Hao York City and lira 
foietly In worn raooto place* 

Ob hm 39* 1939* the Wash Inc toa oarrlod an artlelo 
Indicating that frlvitsky oat the rirector of tha Serial far Indaatry 
I n*t 1 to to in 1933 end 1934* It farther Otatoi that ha vu Chief 
of the Soriot f U itary Intelligence la Taatarn f a r a p e free 1935 to 
193?' that his critical eJeissics late thr Hbitod States eat ;r** 4 lt sj 
by a lattar to the V. 5. Eebatay In Faria fro* loan Sion terser <. — 

Socialist Proahr of frasoo* - * 

O —yr 

Irlrltoky eaa flea oatloo-oldo pehl Icily ebon ha pbbllehadvH^ ^ 
a eerlaa of artlelaa In tha Saturday Kvealnc Peat beginning April o w 
1939* Tha flret is one of that oorieo bore tha caption, •STlUI'S ^ □ <^> 
KAJiw' IN £?UK** « here la Sriritaky alaload to hero been ooe of the „iJ < 
principal Espionage A fasts of the her lot Gneerment in Central uj — 

Europe and engaged in OCPU activities Ivin* tha Spanish Civil far* i g 
Xn the mm artlcla be co ns ol ed on the feci that pees porta lead If " T 
the Aaorlcan Volunteers of the loyalist trmj ware takas froo then 
opon their arrival in Spain to ha need by lndlvidoalo sent ta tha 
United Stataa by tha Corlet OoreransOt for tha porposo of aafagiof 
la Espionage activities* 

In another artlelo of tha shove particular series entitled. 



' t 


of the Ceramist Party vine* 1919# taring Joined at the at* ef 
twenty; that be was animated on special mis a ion* of a special— 
wl3 ltary character end that ae a aawber of the OGPU be spent aat 
Of bis tine in various countries throughout Korops. 8* farther 
stated Chat a*co 1935 to 1937 bs was is shares of the Russia 
Military Intelligence Organisation In the Western part of Europe* 
Erivitsky in these articles revealed various activities of the 
OOPU CWganlaatloa throughout the world as wall as In tbs Ttoited 
States. In 1937 hs ssverod his eoncections trith the Russian Goveranent 
because of ■the purge” which took place in that country daring that 
year. 


In the hay 6# 1939 Issue of the *Mew Masses* it was stated 
that Erivltsky'a correct nans was Shaalka Ginsberg, an iuetrlsn 
born in the border-team sf Podvalelchisha. The article accused 
Erivitsky as being an iwpoeter. 

The August 3# 1939 Issue of the Saturday Evening Poet carried 
Erivitsky 1 # article# *MI PLIGHT PPOM STALIB*. Be pointed out that 
on March 7# 1936 while having lunch with one of the Editors of a 
Msv York paper in a restaurant on 42nd f treat in Raw York City, bs# 
Erivitsky, was contacted by throe sen) that one or those sen was 
Serger?assoff, a veteran Agent of the Soviet Military InteUigsaoej 
that at the tier of this particular seating Erlviteky asked Baa soft 

.* m a. — » _ a. _ a# _ a. a n a a ■ A. a ^ a a. a _ _ *» a a _ a _ 

ii v*j nan cow vo ■•woi" mb. a a ana a ue reason. oauaa any 
such intentions. Erivitsky further stated in his article that a 
conversation followed concerning wotual friends In Moscow end in tbs 
Foreign Service. At that Use Erivitsky advised Saseoff that the 
latter should leave the United States, to which Hassoff replied, *a 
year or two Is the wost I'd receive if they aver got ns. They haven't 
fbt a thing or we.* An investigation concerning the activities of 
Serge Esssoff was institute! and is eontlonlng. Erivitsky was Inter- 
viewed by Bureau Agents in the office of Erlvlteky's Attorney, Louis 

taj VJ2 K vw T^rL £ J^fw aw (ViaKgw JOJO- if fVsf 

tins Kriviteky advised that Baasoff was a neaber of the OOPU Organisation 
in Russia and was undoubtedly in the United States acting on behalf 
of the OOPU Organisation. Erivitsky recounted hie wetting with 
Bassoff In lew York City. Mr. D. Stub of tiw ■Jewish Dally Forward* 
newspaper who was with Erivitsky on the evening the latter was 
contacted by Bassoff, was also intervi e wad and substantiated 
Erlvlteky's stcry. 

It Hf be noted that at no tine did iganta of this Bureau 
offer to supply police protection to Erivitsky nor did be aeke e request for 


3 


the a«xf> -tor In,- the tins he «u interviewed by tbs B«m« Afwnts, 



The litres tlretioo as to Bawoff la presently coc timing 
and the Sew York Cltj Maid Office la attewptl i\ to ascertain 
his present connections with the OGPO* 



ui wcvt 16| 

•f the N« York City Office reported that Or. Ysul Uohl, a Os; 
refugee affiliate! with the International Press and literary 
Bureau. 1 71 Madison Avenue, See York City, had Inf creel hla, 
■HBt that Kririteky was ert r enaly nervous h a cau ae ha, Irirltsky, 
eaa being* constantly ■bounded* by Commie is and that Kririteky eaa 
endar the lapresslcn that Stalin intended to do aeay with bln and had 
appropriated § 100,003 to "fat hda% 


Wn r> 


t 
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VUTiHf U?W OfT| Ayj^ $ hriTlUKJ W«\i;iN ww* w« vw 

Cceolttee on 00?? Batters and etated, seeing other thin a, that 
walcubtsdly Russian Agents were aeabera of the U. 5* Anoy and Ntryj 
that the OGTO Spies net only on foreign Pore two ate and foreign 
Dipl o«s ta bet on eltl&ene ef other couatrlea who express displeasure 
of ttoeeov. 


▼ 

' The New York Yeaning Jonel Anerlcan, Octdber 12, 1939 Is see, 

! _~f ? in Heated that General Krlrltaky the florwer Bead of the Sorlst Military 

IntellirwDOe in 7 wavers MS s epe had □iss'-’pesfwd after testifying 
before the Dies Ccmlttee to await another appearance before that 
particular Ccmdttae to testify concerning Jueerleans ebo are affiliated 
with the 0GFT In the ranted State*. The article elao Indicated that 
Krlrltaky was of ths opinion that he eaa a "narked aan" by the Soviet 
‘ u ‘"‘‘ Oorsrneent. 


r 



The Washington Poatlp the October IS, 1939 Issue indicated 
that He^reaectatlve SenusV'fllekatola of New Tcrk denounced trlrlteky 



In Kcveabar, 1939, Krlrltaky published a book entitled, 

•IN staiih’s sschrt SERVICE* which wsj an expose of the Russian Secret 
Police. Ns discussed varioue Iftlividuals in the book whoa ha claiaed 
to be OQPV Agents in Strops, particularly HargaretfSrowder, ala ter of 
Earl Broedar, who according to Krlrltaky wsa one of hla operative# 
and had In bar possession a Orated States passport which had bean 
Issued to Jgayftoctgraiafy. 

On Decvabar 27, 1939, Vr* Adolf A. Berle, Jr., Assistant 
Secretary of State, taipphonically contacted Assistant Director K. A. 
Ten and alrlaod Mm that on lass Rve, Ur. Henderson In charge of 
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the Russian desk of tbs Stats Department, received s telephone 
•all fra Krlvitsky* Tbs lattsr stated at that ties that ha 
could not discuss shat h# had on his slnd as hs was afraid an attsapt 
would be Hi* gn bis life ianaM as bs, arivitsiEj, vmpi he on 
observed a couple of Soviet Agents catching bis residence* Kr* 
Bsrdsraon at Us tins referred frivitaky to the lew York City felloe 
anJ su greeted that hs contact Assistant Unite J States Attorney 
PurmlFan of Ren Tcrk City* Ur. ICunley, Seoretary to Mr« Berio, 
talapbonically advised that Krlvitsky had contacted the Radical Sqead 
of the fee Tcrk City felloe Tfepartaant ebere he had obtained 
adequate protection and crossed tbs border Into Canada* It ssy be 
noted that the Bureau did not Mbs any offer whatsoever to provide 

V4sa eH#V maKas bs*a4jm44 j m_ 

■ ■' ■ — *a St* yvaaw v vow sswes 



The February 11, 1941 lasus of the Wsshiiwton feat, soon to ting 
open the death of Valter Krlvitsky, published the text of thro# 
letters which according tc the article bad been lientlfled as 1 b 
K riviteky's honhrrltin£. There letters were eddreseed to Vrivitskyfe 
Attorney, Louis Valdsan; to Ton la Ginsberg bis wife and Ida sen. ilex, 
age seven; end to Klee Sumanre Lafellatte* Thlle the notes do Bet 
expressly state that Krlvitsky Intended to eoaadt suicide they strongly 
Indicate the sane* 


It cay be noted that the abovvHMntlcned Sumanns La fell at te 
is s cousin of Senator Fobert K« LaPbllette of Vlsconsin and a 
Moaains writer, according to Attorney y * r *-*" who left Sew York City 
for Kaahlnjton to personally conduct an lmeetlgatioa of the Seti 
surrounding Krivltskyfe death* taldnaa la of the opinion that 
Krlvitsky sae ear dared by OGPU Agents. Aooerding to the seas article, 
Corcnar 1* Maunder KacLcnald issued a certificate of suicide but 
recalled It after acquaintances of Krlvitsky axpresse 4 belief that 
his death was u« result of OGFv activities* 


At no tine did Krlvitsky or say one oo his behalf request 
the Bureau for any protection and of course the Bureau never offered 
cnr authorised the seas* 



Tbo vrx ca ln aticn of the Bureau files failed to Indicate that 
KrlvitsVy had any transactions or other connections with the Bur e au 
with the exception e r the ahn » * ■_* nt i wg j 
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JPrfcrraJ Bureau nf InofctipHott 
ftnttrd States department of Instire 
New York, N. T. 


NP:FKT 


March 4, 1941 


Director 
Federal Bureau 
Washington, D. 


ef Investigation 
C. 


l.iTv .. ' . u . i 




.AILU 


Re: 


General Valter Krlvi 


t^L^-4urib.. BYo juc^KJc 


Dear Sir: 





City, vhe had been c ontacted in 
the investigatien ef New yerk Office case en titled 
FUGITIVE, called Special AgentpPH|||^|F teday and advised 


that he had been talking with a nan whe said he knew whe killed 
General Valter Krivitsky t _ 


b^C 


this nan's name was given as Lee Y*i Chertek, and was 
said te be presently empleyed by (Crowell , Roberta TT'G* 50 
Bread Street, Ream 1711, telephene VHitehall 4-0214, New York 
City* Chertek was said te be a Russian whe has traveled all 
ever the world and has recently returned fren Mexico en a trip 
for some newspaper*. Chertek was said to hare had several fortunes 
and run threugh them, and would probably de anything fer money* 

He is presentlj^iving in the Bronx and is married, has ene child, 
according to 

Chertek teld HP that if the infermatien get out 
that chertek teld whe killed Krivitsky, the same peeple would 
kill him, twt he was willing te divulge the infermatien te the 
preper authorities, if done in confidence* 


toe 


This information is being reported te the Bureau fer 
any value it might have, and in the absence ef specific instru^" 
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KfcUWhiiEi; *** w» *» 


Special leant In Charge 
■•w lorit, Waw York 
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BEi kALYEH 0* IKIYITSKYj 
IKYE&AL SXGCHITX - JL 


Dnt Sir i 



Reference la Made to your latur dated H&roh 4, 
1941, regarding the above-wired Individual end lnforautlau 
contained therein ooncemine Lee I. Chertek, alloyed by 
Croeell, Roberts end Company, 50 Broad Street, Boev 1711, 
Raw York ca.tr. 



««o 


Yhe Bureau daairee that you lanediataly oonduct 
a discreet praliwlnary investigation regarding the identity, 
background, reputation, and activities of Chertek. Ae yon 
undoubtedly know, the Bureau la not interested in detaxwlnLag 
whether Krleitaty was Murdered or whether he ooitfdtted suicide. 
quest ion is prl&srlly a local natter within the District 
Coltudda over which the Bureau exercises no Joriadlcticei. 

Ihe ferew, however. Is interested in any individual or group 
of individuals affiliated with the OQPIJ organisation who Mj 
be directly or Indirectly reeponeihla for Krlvitaky's death. 

It is with this thought in Mind that the prelimimry investigation 
ae to Chertek is desired. Upon oospleUflr. of that Investigation 
the facte ebould be Unedlatcly forwarded to the Bureau and yon 
will be advised at that time whether an open Interview with 
Chertek le desirable. 

You are instructed to give this natter your immediate 
and pronpt attention. 



An exMdnatlon of the Bureau files failed to refleot 
any information whatsoever oonc arcing Cher tek. 



Tory truly youra. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF UTVESTIGATIOF 


This Cv«e Originated ati HEU YORK, HER YORK 


Flit No. 65-1046 


r, 


Report Hade at* 
RICHMOND, VIRGiriA 


Date Wien Made j 


2-21-41 


itlc\ 

EAF^RUES^Ej 

Eim\;OLf \gFERT, alias, E1THEL Tv* 


Period for 
Vfliich made s 
2-17,18-41 


Report Ilado byi 



i-j rgafita 


IRT, alias, H 


sytofsis of facts: 


/•NlqBERT ; 

RGUERITR PQEERT 

qfVit . 


J Character of Case * 


ESFIOF/GE - R 


EITEL ’:OLF BQFVlT, a German trained in a Prussian 
J'ilitnry Ac n deny , being too young to see action 
in Vibrld V.'ar 1, w*<s converted to Fazisn and rose 
tc leadership as a Hitler Storm Trooper, After 
visiting Sv.it zcrland end France dropped the tenets 
of ADOLPH HITLER for those of democracy prior to 
1933. Fled Germany on the night the German 
Reichstag ics burned in 1933. Arriving at his 
log cabin IB miles from Charlottesville, Va. , 
in August, 1940, with his wife and son via 


i?i ^ 


>ro 


p * •V^r^v.’itrorlf jjd , France, England, rnd Hew York, 

a ; • 'J.*\ * Ti;iw ^H01ELT is running a poultry farm on a 90 ccj 

'■ tract of land at Gilbert, Virginia, and is 

.i enr.rcd in vritinr <nc lecturing. DOFERT met 




eng. god. in vriting ijic lecturing, 

- » -v “■ T mi if i : T^T T r ^C’ li'V J — »v, ... n.* i . 

i) ; ArVlO M.IvIjMtJ awe yC-.rs -gO m R OW ior* 

Ul^ ^^ City, KhIVlTShY visited lX)fcERT'S log cabin 

2 - 6 , 7 , 8 - 41 . lire. DO BEK T drove KKIVITSKY to Union 
St; tion, V.- jhington, L* C. 2 - 9 - 41 . 


bTb 


P.r.FEPEUCE i 


PET ILSi 
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Bura^u letter to Rev: York Office d* ted 2-14-41. 

The title of this investigation is being chrnged 
to reflect the truo nemo of subject BOBKRT as EITEL Y'OLF 
DJELRT T s well . s the true name of his wife IVftG'RITA DOEERT* 


. T EURiULbY, VIRGINIA 


N 


stated upon interview b")C 


idForw? rdo d • 


Copies o 
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f this ie.-ports T ^ 


5 - Bureau 

2 - Kew York 

2 - n'ashingtcn Field 


C-' 

2 - Richmond, 
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C'BTGTHfcT. ffTT»T> TV 


0 


0 




65-1046 


that tho IOEERTS lived on 
and that whil 


farm near Gilbert. ' Virgin!: 



't ho was not personally ac- 
quaint ed with tho EGBERTS but that he would suggest that 

interviewe d , a dis- 

abled veteran of the lret World Tfur and an individual in 
whom confluence could bo imposed* 

^at r tod upon interview th t ho had on 
several occasions o»>t tho EGBERTS in a casual n. Jinor nnd that 
v/r.ile Hr. I0BERT could not speak English very plainly, his wife 
h'd u mare fluent command of the English language* Ro stated 
th t the IOEERTS wert. residing on v farm near Gilbert, Vir- 
ginia, and were engaged in roicing chickens* Ho stated that 
I-irs. EGBERT performed most of tho manual labor on the form 
no th t )lr. 1-OEERT spent most of his time in writing and 
in preparing lectures. Ho stated that his 

v,nc w-s onc the nearest neighbors to tho DQEERTS 
va s personally rcquiintcd wi th tho cctivinies of the EOBEETS 
end could f urn: sh more pertinent information concerning tho 
activities of tho DJT.ER75. t atod that his aunt 

r s living off of r. pension she receives from tho Government, 
in view of th- fact aha \ she lost one of h: r sons during tho 
^^^horld and that her patriotism was unquestioned* 

rthu r rul 1 ted that his aunt was an incividurl 
in vt.on confidence could bo ir-nosed* 


rllFERT. VIROIMA 


Pst ate d upon interview that tho 
EGBERTS had purchased the 90 acre tract of land 
HHHiHPin tlie* Eunrn.r of 1940 from the Tfriooler and -ling 
Re alty Company of Charlottesville, Virginia* fHNHHBN 
stated th. t tho DOEELTS had r small throo room log cabin 
on this tract of land nd th r \t thoy raised chicke ns and 
conducted : poultry farm on this tract of loud, 
related th t hr. LOEIJRT was an author and lecturer; that ho 
from tine to time guvo lectures in Row York r nd Philadelphia 
and th t she on onc occ r sicn observed a $30 check which ho 
he received from one of his lectures* She v;cs unable to 
give my descriptive date relative to this check. 


- Z 
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\Dc 


| informed that the LGBERTS had been very good neighbors 

tc her and that Hr* EOEERT had related on one occasion that he 
had left Gemany in 1933 at the time HITLER cane into power, 
in view of the fact that he had written o book which was not 
in harmony vdth the ideology of ADOLPH HITLER- She stated 
th t Hr. DOEERT had further advised th- t he had been trained 
in a Prussian military rcadeny and was too young to see action 
in L'orlc bar I; th:t due to the oppression brought about as 
-a result of the Versailles Treaty he was converted to Nazism 
ana rose to a leading position r.s one of HITLER’S Storm 
Troopers; that in oraer to be of more importance to the 
V tionul Socialist Pcrty he aecided to visit Switzerland r nd 
France and convert others to the tenets of ADOLPH HITLER* He 
related thi t rfier observing democracy os it existed in Switzer 
Inc ■ na Franco, he cropped tho tenetos of ADOLPH HITLER and 
v/; s converted to the tenets of democracy* He arrived at his 
log c hin ne f, r Gilbert, Virginia, vith his wife md son after 
dap rting from Germ _ny in 1933 at tho time HITLER c-nc into 
pova r. Prior to driving t Gilbert, Virgini: , ho lectured in 
Sv.-itzc rl "nd , France, England, '\nd s pent 4 yt r rs in New York 
City, hr 
of ; .ALTER 


10 T E T <T i;xpl' int;d to J’rs. ti.y cooth VT)C 

KRIVITSKY th t he, DOPERT, h- d met ’ 'ITER KRIV3TSKY fcT>C> 


leg cabin 't Gilbert Virgin!' on February 6, 1941, and h"d 
rl'.rjiL d to n n in tht re for one evening; however, ho became 
enamored with the country air and remained there February 
7th and 8th. Mrs. EGBERT drove LHIVITSKY in their Buick 
'utcmobile f'ron Gilbert, Virginia- t o Inion S tation, Lrshing- 
tc n, D. C. on February 9, 1941. t,c that Krs* 

LOFERT had related to her identical information rel tive to 
the taking of EV.LTEh ERIVITSKY from her home to Union Station, 

L shington, D- C.; th t she arrived with ERIVITSKY at tho Union 
Station i.t approxim toly 5j00 P.M* on the afternoon of February 
9, 1941. Mrs. EGBERT rd vised th:t LRIVITSKY v;as in the best 
of honor and as he r lighted from her car at Union Station 
s' id n If anything sh ould happen to mo, woulc you t'kc ca.ro of 
my wife ' nd child?" Mrs, IOPEHT related tha.t she mr.de r. joko 
of this st. tenant and thought no m ore of it un til sho rend 
cf tho ccr.th of "• .. LTE.-: KRIVITSICY. stated thet 

iirs* EOBHRT was proceeding to Hiashingtcn for the purposo of 
completing ar range men ts r^l: tive to tho trans lation of certain 

►pro vi ously 


books, ana th t Mrs. EOBERT h.’d told 
th t she hed translated certain books for tho professors rt 


_tho University of Virginia 


stated th‘ t Mrs. 
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ROBERT advised nor that they hud boon visited from tin© to 
timo by certain professors nt tho University of Virginia. In 
view of tho aiscreot nature of this investigation, no overtures 
■ re being n do at this timo to ascortain tho names of those 
professors at the University of Virginia. 

MB ^ in her possession a flyer which 
is 01 titled in bold cap letters "El TEL VOLF DOBERT", Author 
of s "CONVERT TO FREEI.O:^ 1 , Immediately undor this is tho 
photograph of 10 BERT taken by the Bla.ckstonc Studio. Under 
the photograph is contained the following inform; ti on j 

"Lecture Subjects: 

"Convert to Freedom" 

(_ N: tional Socialist Discovers Democracy) 

"The Eui/ Biddle ^gee" 

"Life Tilth out Freed on" 

"The Church in IJnzi Germany" 

vivid 1 nc f? scinating lecturer. In England he h s < 0 brassed 
^udicnces of v.* rying tyros, an c has given evidence of his 
power in holding the attention .Jid stimul ting tho interest 
of his he rers. His material is origin 1, his style cultivated, 
r.c his manner so sincere as to exercise the strongest appeal." 

- ILLICLlvT II'GLIS THOr^S, Univer- 
sity of London. 

Exclusive management 
VILLI, b B* FETKIKS, INC. 


Vie- 

\ne> 


500 Fifth /venue Vista Del Brroyo 

New York Pasadena" : r 

On the reverse side of this flyer is contained 
the following information: 

"Prussia, Potsdam, the Imperial Emy* these were 
the heritage of Lite! Volf Dob-rt. Too young to r fight in tho 
T.'orld Ear, he vas not too young to t kc his pi aco in the Prussian 
KTdcttencorps in 1918. lath £50 comrades, ho prepared himself 
for a military career, the only career, to his mind, of vital 
importance in the State , 

Pot too young to o t the bitter bread of Gemany’s 
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"humiliation after Versailles, he shared in the annihilation 
of ell that w*s best in the Gom-*n social system by tho catas- 
trophic inflation. Along with tens of thousands of others, 
he was filled with a burning, scaring resentment. 


Into tho midst of this Gcthsemane of a pooplo 

A w Mb rs ^ 1*. ^ 4 n n A Hft ^ ^ ^ T"5 A1»nn T 1 M AMi ^ /— S ^ A ■P 1 -4 A i*H i*- 

i unu iti> ui mu jj/uvm ri upnu u ui ijui^iuiit rui v, 

v:ith his narrow patriotic upbringing, there was only one way 
possible, tho wry that led to Hitler* Here ho found once moro 
the soldierly virtues, obedience, loyalty, solf-sacri f ico and - 
what was lacking in tho other parties of tho N tionrlist Bight 
keen activity end a boundless will to victory. 


Young though he was, supers or intelligence md 
zeal soon m r do Eitcl Dobert tho f, porfoct w storm trooper. Thon 
c me r fateful decision* he would go into tho strongholds 
of democracy, the better to 1 c ar n how to destroy tho offeto 
ideology of a dying order. Ho vent to Switzerland and saw 
tho sirple f r ith of humble people in the dignity of tho common 
nan* He wont to France and found the peasants without rancor 
or bitterness toward the inv- dors vto hac tv. r ico in their lives 
ruined thwir land. Bit by bit Dobert began to question and 
pondor. He rrforrod his growing doubts to Hitler in a letter, 
but tho Loaner hue no ax:sv:or. 


Soon these doubts crystal 1 izod into certainty 
and he become r convert to freedom. In spite of scathing 
rebukes by his cccrcdcs, his family, and his ecsto, ho hurried 
home on the eve of Hitler's advent to power end published an 
appeal to his countrymen to reconsiaer thair fclso hotrods* 
Every ren: ining liberal element healed his bock, "A Nazi 
Discovers Franco," but with Hitlor's rice to power the book 
w-'s burned ondDobert fled for his lifo on the night of the 
Kcichstug fire. 

He spent three months in Jugoslavia, n year in 
Italy, His odyssey of exile took him to North .Ifrica, Malta, 
Franco, the- Saar, Hungary, Austria, Bulgaria, and Greece. 

In Geneva he studied at tho Institute of International Polit- 
ical /iff: irs v.lth the purpose of gaining a scientific basis 
for his theories. Mr. Dobert worked as c. journalist for tho 
-League of Nations and in 1935 published a book intondod to 
warn the democratic countries that tho totalitarian st:tos 
would act tov/ard thon exactly as they acted tovrard nil demo- 
cratic elements within thoir own borders* 
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Vftor the annexations of J.ustria md the Sudoten- 
lund f his situation in Switzerland became untenable. Tho 
authorities forbade bin to speak in public or write. But 
5p co cb arid non :\nd ink ; rc a writer* s T?eupons. So Ilr* Dobcrt 
h s cone to tho Uni toe States, ^hich ho considers tho last 
b stion of democracy, and has taken out his first citizenship 
p pers, In the spring; of 1940 putnon 1 s published his auto- 
biography, "Convert to Freedom" 

"Cohort's ’Convert to Freedom 1 is r noving story 
th t gives nore insight into the Fezi revolution in Go many 
th n a whole library of st- ti sties lxc law books," - Dr. 

Pin rrl ^ c UV Rra 

■* A, • A^i ^ ^ ▼ 


"•The Revolution of Nihilism, 1 os which Rauschning 
g^vc us such a per.otr ting and acute bird's-oyc view from tho 
perspective of the general one the politician, hero is pre- 
sent od fror, the in site, in the embryonic st^gc, re it appears 
to tho ’ unlmowr. S.d. rim*’ This story of the decline of a 
democracy f un- tie to set Units to its own free don 1 is told 
with a passion- to will for justice, .-ncrcrjis c^n only profit 
by rc cing these confessions by one who h.-.s nursed hinsclf 
back to smity." - Then; s j rnn* 

M| Convert to Freer’ on 1 is easy to read and hard 
to forget, la lives. It deserves to be widely read, not 
only for its intrinsic worth but bee use the more widely it 
is read the batter r:c sh^ll understand Fr.zi Go many rue 1 , tho 
G^rm .ns .... I have known this witness during nuch of his 
□ xil^* He is the kint of n?a on whom depends the hope for a 
fre re peaceful G^mi.ny, and a free and pcucoful world. 

I feel sure th t wo have now* only begun to hear of this young 
rvn." - Clarence K. Strait." 


i photostctic copy of this flyer is being nude 
for inclusion in the Richm ond Office f ile, tho original of 
which is being returnee to^HH|BfLt her roquost. 


Wit vu> 


. T BURNLEY t VIRGDJA 


was 

J 

Fmr: York licenses. He was un bio to infom whether these v/cro 
1940 or 1941 liconscs. He stated th at ho would endeavor to 
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obtain tho number of this liconso one 1 furnish this offico 



■~.T Cl' KLOTTESYILLE, VIRGIK1. 


3 ; r. R, R, KING of tho lihoolor und King Realty 
Company stated upon intorviov: that ir. tho early sunner of 
1940 Mrs. DOEEhT, together vith a Mrs. ELIENd E. STH'.N and Hr. 
IvX E ST T jj;, approached hin relative to the purchase of a 
f'.m in the surrouniing country of Charlottesvillo, Virginia, 

He stated that ho showed theso im ivi duals the 90 ocro tract 
of land upon which they ore presently residing -«nd offorod 
to sell thiis It nd to them for $1,500. .' short tine thereafter, 
Mrs. EQBERT stated th t she would offor hin $1,250 f 0 r this 
tract of lr nd. Mr. KING related th . t after conferring with 
the owner of the property, ho node a deal with Mrs. DOBERT 
for the s: le of this 90 nerc tract of land, not Gilbert, 
Virginia, where they .to presently residing. He statod. th’t 
ho bolieves th t either Mr. or Mrs. E ST 1 '.'!' g'-vo hin a check 
of $125 in good, faith end a short tine thereafter ho received 
o check from Hr. EOEERT in the mount of $125. Those two 
checks were good faith payments. Mr. KING was unable to 
give the writer my further identifying d.-tu as to these two 
checks. Mr. KING ndvi sod th.t &1,000 nore had been obtained 
from EGBERT on tho tract of lend. 

Mr, KING stated thrt he did not know tho oxact 
date of tho purchase of tho pl r :Co. Hr, KING, however, related 
after consulting his notebook th' t at the tine he was nego- 
tiating the- deal with the BOEERTS , Mrs. EOEERT gave as her 
t’.ddross Coldsprings-on-tho- Hudson and that Mrs. NT. TEN*. 

EdSTME gave as her address Groton-on-Hudson. Mr, KING 
advised that a_ftor he had cample ted the deal v.dth tho DOBERTS, 
Mrs. EGBERT wrote hin a letter and stated that she had a friend 
who was also intorestod in purchasing a tract of land similar 
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to th' t ‘which she had bought fran hin. lir, KING related thi t 
he bcliovocl the friend indicated by !trs, DOBERT was in rll 
possibility VALTER KRIVITSXY. Hr/ KING was unable to give 
the writer any additional infomation concerning this natter. 



in the offico of the Clerk of Court at Charlottesville, Vir- 
ginia, reflected th t the tract of land on which the DQBERTS 
arc presently residing v/as purchased by li'tX E,.STI1-2 T an d EITEL 
VOLF DOBERT for yl , 250 in August of 1940. v/as 

unable tc furnish tho writer with rjiy additional infomation 
concerning this natter. 


b^c 


\ 
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effect th" t Hr* LOEERT hac driven VLTEk KR IVITSKY to Charlottes- 
ville, Virginia, for the purpose of obtaining the revolver with 
which KkIVITSKY is alleged to have boon killed. This rovolver. 


according t o s supposed to have been purchased 

fr^n CILUJjES Charlottesville Hardware Company. 



Tho following is a cescription of subjoct DOBERT 
as obt' incc during; the course of this investigation { 


l??no 

Ago 

Place of birth 


EITEL r £>LF DOBERT, alias 
EITHEL 1 . DOBERT 
33 (oxact date of birth 
not known) 

Central- Germany 


- S - 
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Height 
’ ,c i ght 
Hair 
Eyes 

C >np lesion 
]1:Tit^l status 
Occup- tion 
V tionulity 


Speech 


5*9" to 10" 

150 to 160 
Black 
Dr irk 
Dark 

Married; ono son, STEPHEN 
Author and locturor 
Goman, having takon out 
first citizen papers, U.S. 
Broken English 


The following is a description of Mrs. DOEEHT 
rs obtained during tho courso of the investig ati on* 


Kino 




Height 

eight 

H"ir 

Eyes 

Conpl exion 
. .ppoaranco 
Marital status 
Occupation 
!’"tior/.’.lity 


JtUt&'-HIT.i DO BERT, alias, 
J: RGUETilTE DOBERT 
SO (exact place of birth 
not known ) 

5’7" 

125 

Dark 

Dark 

D.rk 

Grocinn 

Harried 

H msov.if c 

Unknown; bcliovod to be 
Grecian 


F >r the infomation of the Albany and Y-ashington 
Field Offices the following infomation is set forth; 

The Bureau letter of February 14, 1941, nr.Ue refer- 
ence to the recent death of Gonoral ’.(ALTER G. KRIVITSKY, fomor 
head of the Soviet Military Intelligence in ‘..ostorn Europe, 
KRIVITSKY was fount- dead in his hotel roora at the Bollevue 
Hotel, 15 E Street, N. , Hashingt >n, D. C., on February 
10, 1941. 

KRIVITSKY had registered at tho Bollevue Hotel 
on Sunday, February 9, 1941, after spending tho preceding fow 
days at the hone of Mr. and Mrs. EITHEL Vi, DOEEHT who rosico 
on r. farm near Charlottesville, Virginia, with thoir son 
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Stephen, two ixid ono-hulf years of ego, IOEERT has be^n des- 
cribee in various nowspapor articles as a fomor Nazi .Army 
Officer, author and locturor. 

The Richmond Field Division was roquostud to in- 
stitute n preliminary inve stipr.ti on rofarding; the identity, 
b: ckf,round r.nc! activities of Jlr. and Mrs. EITEL V. DOBERT 
residing; near Chnxl otto svi lie , Virpinia. The investigation 
requested according to the instructions of tho Eurcau nust 
of nocessity be conducted in a highly discroot and confiden- 
tial nrnner. This Office was requested to five this nattor 
innodinta attention. 


- peedh:g 
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- UKDEVELOPED LEALS - 


the :le.uty OFFICE 

,.T ALE .NY, NT. YORK 

'..ill chock tho nan c of E1TEL ’l** DQBERT against the 
State auto registrati ons for tho years 1940 and 
i 941 for tho purpose of obtaining any infomntion 
contained in th.se files relative to this subject. 


T NEW YORK, ITT;; YORK 



hill discreetly -btr in any information concerning 
subject DOEENT fren WILL I A!! E. PEAK IKS, INC., bearing 
in nind that this individual is indicated re having 
exclusive naurr orent as reflected xn the flyer set 
forth herein. 


. -T COLESPr:IKGS-OP»TiiE*IfUDSOi: 

hill c mduct an investigation :s t > tho background 
and activities ^f Hr. and lirs. EITEL h. LOEERT, 
bearing in nind that Lirs. LOEERT ^rve this as her 
rdurcss t tha tine she was purchasing tho 90 aero 

trnct of Imd unjn rhinh th.GV f* w rmsAn + lu r*Ac^i nr_ 
* —£ * ~ ** ~ 

AT G a <OTOI!-QN"HUDSON 

Will cjncuct m investigation as t.j the identity, 
background, ant rep ut at i on of EL I ENA EAST"* UN and 
•'AX E.-STAAN, bearing in nine th- t these two indiv- 
iduals assisted lirs. DOEERT in securing the trret 
of lone upon which they re presently residing. 

The Clerk records indie: tc that ll X EAST UN was ono 
of the purchasers of this land. 
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THE '..ASKINGTOK FIELD OFFICE 
AT V.SHIKGTQS. D. C. 


vno 


cuc.1 s nay have with the subjects DOBERT. 



• ill ascertain the idontity and bnckf-round of the 
followinr individuals t Ilrs. J.-JiES P.'iFFER hORG.th, 
B. r;*<EY, ATTNE H. D..VIS. CLARENCE S. STldilG, 
anc LIILIQ. H.J'EURGER, 


_ is BUf [OS’tocI tht^t efforts bs 
fiscortiin nnv connections thet these indivi- 


THE RICK^Ori/ OFFICE 


. T HICEIiOrD, YIHGIirLH 


;;iii 


report the 


re suits 
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February 19, 1941 


Special Agent in Charge 
V4 Washington, D. C. 

. , p-VTM^tT] 

:a ft 

.5 

r ;»•; t B 

Dear Sir* 



RE: HANS 

EITHEL V,.V>0BERT: 
MAFGUERITEVOBERT s 
ESPIONAGE - 


F tr.nQHAlj A ND GQi l P iP B l T I AI i 
- y 

< ■> a t A J&or * a ^ 
/^?v5 - ?/' 






r. Jv ■!■£■$ 


X 


Your attention is called to the recent newspaper publicity 
concerning the death of the late Falter Gr Krivits ky who was found 
dead in his hotel room in the Bellevue Hotel, 15 E. street, M. W ., 
Washington, D. C*, on February 10, 1941. 

/ 

You iVidoubtedly have noted from the newspaper articles 
that louisj^aldman, an attorney with offices at 302 Broadway, New 
York City, who represented Krivitsky prior to the latter’s death 
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wrn c QT>a/l Vw ftP.flTT A a 

MMX vxv *- v-.'-a iv/jr v\Ji U n ^^11 UOi 


Waldncn, during a conference with press representatives, stated that 
he had furnished the Bureau with information concerning one Hans Bruesse, 
allegedly a "notorious OGPU killer" who had been assigned to "liquidate" 
former Agents of the Soviet Secret Police Organization, For your 
information, neither Kaldman nor Krivitsky ever furnished the 
Bureau with any information concerning Hans Bruesse* 

A review of the Bureau files indicates that the only data i* 

HDoearinp therein oertainine to Hans Bruesse is a nassine reference 

*r r • — «-> ■ — ” i - o — — — - - — m — w - ■ — 

made by Krivitsky in the latter's article which appeared in the 
August 5, 1939 issue of the Saturday Evening Post entitled, "My Flight 
From Stalin". In the same article Krivitsky mentioned the names of 
Colonel Boris Bykov and Gertrude Schilbach, allegedly members of the 
OGPU Organization. The New York City Field division has been requested ^ 
to conduct a discreet and confidential investigation to ascertain the - 
identity and present whereabouts of Bruesse, Bykov and Schilbaefl. s X. 

i’ f-. 

> 

The Bureau desires that you immediately examine the indices ^0 
the Department of State and ascertain wheth er there is any 
information therein concerning any of these in3i 
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SAC, Washington 
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this particular case. 

The New York City field Division is the Office of Origin 
in this natter. 

The Bureau desires that you give this natter your 
attention and submit a report concerning the same in the very 

future . 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover - 
Director 


CC - Hew York 


. . J * - 
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WALTER 0. OttflTSI, WLV". dUnit 


MWr 0. Krlaltakj, fbm 
Bo>vl«i Military Iatittlfw, aaa ftrad daad o 
19U, Ib Ida nm at tha Ballavaa Botal, 15 B 

tbTlutaxpart af lS^aaoS^SS^r^a 1 !!!? 
Dvli« January, 1959, It aaa aonfUtejUally 
EilvltAj aada ata taaant a to tba affaet that ha 
of tba 00n organisation scold 


Ob Am 50, 1959, tha 

artlaLa lndlaatlng that KiMUkjr aaa tba OLraetar 
•orlat fcr I a d aatr y iMtltnta in 1933 and 1954« tbi 
Chlaf af tba biiat HI taiy Intallifanas la 
txxm 1935 to 1957 and Ida arlglml aMadon Jj 

hj tba af tbrta af Laos Hj 
of rraooa. Erlrltaky aaa (laa oat 


af tba 


April 15, 1939, 
aeUHtlaa af tba 00PU 
tba frardah O.TL1 aar. Ba parti < 
»ad t qr tba haarloan sol a n taara af 


» tad altb 


OOPO. 


trldtdgr la another artlala antitied. 
Mall** ladleeted that ba aaa a —bar af tba 


PUcht 


1919 knim Jaiaad at tba age af taatgrj that ba 
idoia af a dllUry abaraatar and aa a 
■oat af hta ttaw la aarloua 

ha aaa 1 b but* af tba badan MJLlteiy IntaUlgi 

tala o om ao tl coa ^tb tba 
plaoa 1 b that 


RECORDED A INDEXED* 1 


j l r»' *>'-?> i 

! 

MAR 20 

19 n 

' 1 > i>tr *•:*_»*! of* ii 1 


In tto toy 6, 1939, Imo* of tbs |w Mum 1% mo 
wtatod that brlviUtgr** wirwt mm mm OLnaborg . 

?*to arlUlc Moaaod Ida m toflj* on Upootar. m tto toy 5. 
'*1939, 1mm of tto tatnrday towing foot, EUAttoy pnttlrtM* 

. W artUU «*y Flight Aran Stalin* in Mhleh 1 m Mi forth 
Mho dotallo oonoaralng an oooaoloe Aw to Mi Hum 1m& vital 
*ln a mtauni on 4 fed stroot, In Forte Oily* to Indloatod 
,tdn Ida tfUol, that ano of ton lAvUnda mm 8org« feaaoff, 
*• wtoxw agant of tto Sooiot KUltary XntalligMMo Sardw. 
.*to. ». took, nffUUtad Ath tto IML* Dally tonrt 1 , a M. 

In lav Fork City, wo dtt KrlviiOgr on tto owning 


"toagaidliig that m 
Ha Ion look City 


Butoff &• 


1939, It mm oanf1 tall ally 


foot that to 


1939, trldUgr 

M* Mtdto mm on 4 


•a fti- ot toiloo and lto aatmtloo. 
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on. PAUlJtcnL laUnlnvi M 71 first nt EAI XTR 0 . CITICII la 
1925 er 1926 1 a Fart*. Collaborated with kin on Articles publish*! 
la Europe sad worked with him fear s tUc la tbs United States fras 
Jforealer 15, 1936 until bsecaber 1939* Arranged IHITCin'S escape 
fras pesalble Q.P.G. mUos 1a ntrppe. 10 EL wyi IFJtnT>KI was 
sfrtll and Moused asst OTtrycos of Mo| 1 0 . f. 1 . scant tr spy. 
His serried 111# ess not entirely hspjy— ther# «rt •terrifie 
•senes*’ Utmo his and his lift. Says knew EAST is tbwffwr 
and enteral bandy nan lor 1LIVIT?IX| also aa an expert lock piefcer. 
KKIvrr: n triad to got HAhT and his vile KFJt to hreak mj fra 
FT ALIK. They Indicated they had followed his sag£«stico text 
CcIYITT KT did not trust that. H.L1 *nd dYITILT had difficulty 
about pHjaent of nonay to VuEL far hla collaboration an articles 
published in l crop* and later us#d la part hard, las paid (1500.00 
but question af paynent of balsnes #f 41,000.00 had to bo arbitrate l 
and larsTT-tr, aftar signing up for tha arbitration was vary alesr 
in aaaplying with tba decision. KRlVITStl wet DOElKTS through 
ICfCu. ifaay usd to riait ElIVITCtt'S at CAKKU* HUB I0EK. 2 A 
published artiala, aanu script of which photostat!* sopis# art 
attached, Hbkl quotes fcASJXFT as saying to KhlVlKd that he would 
break dew under the weight j that he would not be able to lira by 
in a world to which ha never belonged. 10 EL decs not 
know OTLOti-L K>hIS/B»0T| says OagBUCfc IsCHIifleiCH, a Oexnan ^ 
Caauniit. Saw K*S& on a trie t in haw lork City about tr© days 
bafors fas wrote t* ViZMufU 10 Him. Personal hiatcry of 
1C EL submitted. 
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DETAILS I Of the thres persona Mentioned on pt|« 3 of the Bureau letter, 
namely HANS BRURSTE, BORIS El IDT, and OERTRUl* SCKILD EBA CH, 
only ana, a nan baaed HAJT 5 and bellered to be HANS BHDISSE/” 
wi knew to OR, PAUL 10 HL who la likewise Mentioned an page 
3 ef the Bureau latter* DR. PAUL 10 KL lives at 173 Lexington 
Avenue aid in interviewed at hie fagUgn ee at that address t 
telephone IAxington 2 - 9772 . OR. V>HL says that the only one 
be knew wa a the nan referred to as HANS dm be knew aa the 
chauffeur for WALTER C, KRITCTSZX also aa the operator of the 
motor boat and a general handy nan around the place. The 

J l^A t W- - . a _l J l »\o am, rrr _# rr ttr r i-r* A ^ 

wicripwti lULTUlftUVa 0/ un* RUOU Qi AftU&aZJ* U «* 1 m IP— ■ 


Barnet BANS 

Age 1 19 years 

Haight 1 About tlx fact 
Midi Broad and ft cap 
Pace 1 pat, oral, rathar ah lid 1th looking 
Eyas > Small, b r ow n 
Hair i Dark blond, smooth. 
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Oila man ana definitely of the Dutch type. On the last occasion 
whan DR. WCHL saw him RAPS was wearing a grayish-green raglan 
type European mads overcoat and was tarrying a dark brovm leather 
briefcase* DP . WOKL saw this same man whem be knew as HANS twice 
in Holland and once in Parle. Be says that NR? . KRI7IT5KI should 
knew all about him as she had mentioned to 1DHL that this nan 
frequently at their house. DR.WCHL does not know BORIS ETKOV 
mentioned in the Bureau letter of February 14, 1941. With 
reference te f LRaL/teASSCFF mentioned in the Bureau letter. Dr. 

WCIH says his name is actually BARUCH, according to what XRIYITSKX 
bad told him. Ha said that KRIYITSKI mentioned that the man known 
as SFRGL BAPSCFF was Jewish. GLRTRUDL SCKILDDAC H was a Osman 
CcBorunlst, according to DR. PAUL WCHL, There la a man named JULIUS 
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Party In 1926 In Europe. This man etudled with 1%, PAUL tOHL in 
lEKA. DR. WCHL does not knew that EPS THIN la actually a member of 
the Corenunlat Party but eaya that ha was definitely very friendly 
as a writer. EPSTLJS now resides at 7 Vest 103 Street, Bew fork City. 
DR. WCHL thinks that IPSTEIB mentioned the name af CJtTRUDi. SCHILDBACB 
to him on ooe oooaalon. Ha ballavas that fPSTLII mentioned that the 
girl bad been "purged*. EpfTLIB Is very definitely anti-Ccraomist 
and antl-fitallnlte at the present time, according to DR. WDHL. 


DR. WCHL relates that the first time he called on KRI7ITSKT at The 
BAGUI, Holland, ha saw KAN?, there. Be did not know just Oiat position 
RAKT was filling at tha time. Be did m a tt Io n , however, that HANS was 
the most expert locksmith he had ever ease across He had invented 
or manufactured seme special small electric light which he used In 
connection with such work. He is married and his wife's name Is 
NORA. She, Incidentally, la said to be very beautiful. 
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it this tins VDEL s«r ths Ban shea he knows as HAHS for 
s period of two days at the Hague. He sew him Sfain In Peris When 
KRIVITSKy celled «a him* the tine DR. 1CH1 sew bln at tbs Hague 
was la the Suacsr of 1934, and the second tins he sew bln was la 
the Spring of 1937* 

Ths third tine that OR. VOHL saw HAHS was while the latter 
was standing with his wife HCRA on the street in Parle waiting fer 
a bos. This was after VRTflTCn bad already broken with the Soviet 
Union probably along about October 5, 1937* After this break 
IRIVITrKX tried to get HAHS and hie wife to break away free the 
Soviet Union but DR. VO HI has no knowledge that XR1V1TSXI was 
successful In doing that* 

The next tine he eew HAVS wae In Vew York City on fifth Avenue 
near 26th Street and about too days before ths date of the letter 
which he wrote to RUZAHX1 UFOUEm* HAHS at that time was waiting 
fer s bus and was alone. HAHS was standing near the cafeteria at 
the vicinity mentioned and apparently was waiting for a bus. fie wae 
alone at the tine. At that tine VCHL wrete to Visa laPDLLETTE about 
having seen HAHS. Tbs Letter to Miss LaFDlLFTTC was dated probably 
about two days after the incident* Dr. KOHL did not know whether 
or not HANS saw bln at the tine* 

Dr. VOHL said he first net XFJVirrH in Berlin vfeere he was 
introduced to him by MARTIN jkklL, fie had been told that KRIVITSII 
was an Important Russian of / Interest when he should neat. Be net 
bln several tines after be wae introduced to bln and had bln to hie 
house for di nn er saying that as a newspaper nan he was Interested 
In talking with CUVITCKI. 3b 1926 be saw KRIVXT?EX la the Soviet 
Embassy. He did not see bln again until around 1927. During ths 
period of approximately December of 192$ until August of 1926 he 
saw hie possibly feur tines. Towards the «td of 1927 he received 
A telephone call fran KRIV2T££Y In Parle and thereafter saw bin 
quite frequently. According to DR. 1C HI, ARimsEI broke with the 
Russians on October J, 1937. Be bad first spoken about breaking 
with then In August ef 1937. And it had been In Sum if 1937 that 
be first told Lr, »CHL of the position he occupied with the QQFO* 

Dr. toHL Inquired of him, as near as be can now recall, as followai 

"Are you the representative of Stalin?" 

KPJYXTTKT said he had been eiaeismleered to the work by the 
Ccsmisaarlat. 10KL asked him which Caaaiesariat end IRIVITSU 
said ths SATO (Oie People's Counisaarlat for Interior Afflars). 

At about the end of 1936 or the beginning of 1937, the friendship 
between KRIVITSUT and DR. KCKL had develnpfd to the point where 
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the? In their conversation, which lmtl(Unt«ny were conducted 
in Gerain, had changed from the formal "ale* to the sore Intimate 
_ pf. %0HL S«7> Ovat. |h*y ag trial Itr ftpAjn |hM)t tMi th»M 

•ad agreed on ao addressing one another* 

After meeting BHVIT5KX in 3990 «r 1926, 10HL an hln 
during that year al ao, during 1927 and 1928* In 1929 KRTTIXSIX 
left and eald he was gelng to Rue ala and he In faet later aent 
WOKL a peatcard frta Leningrad. Aa near a a WDHL can recall, the 
next tine he m hln vu possibly In January of 1936 in Parle, 
to EL explained that at Christnaa in 1935 he ni inrited to dinner 
by e. bra. ( hatj/iardew in Paris and among those present was 
EOCI^ KZSCE and a few days later he received a telephone aall 
from mvrrrri who said that he hed gotten the addreaa fron 
KISCH and at that tine KRIVITrKI indicated he was at HI connected 
with the soviet Oev ewuia nt. WCHL quotas hln aa saying, *1 an now 
In charge of the w hol e r ep r ese ntation ef the soviet Thilon in 
Central Europe* • 

At that »■> tine WDHL was aetlva In connection with a 
nail organiaetlon which was Interested In eowbattlng the spread 
of lula. 


Th« DU V 1Tb XT Met to basis, he race— ndod a awn to 10 EL 
as a oontaot* This nan rec amended a girl to VDHL ae a teacher of 
Russian and this girl cup once to give hln a lesson and started 
asking questions about the general situation and the showed VOHL 
a questions ire which was of a definitely nlll tar? nature. This 
aroused ADEL'S suspicions that there was sons attempt to obtain 
information for intelligence of a military nature Involved in sane 
we? In the ecti Titles. then SElVITSu celled on 90HL in laris ho 
told bin that be had a very Important position, that be was in 
charge of work against the basis. 

After they nt In Paris in 1937, DU7IT5ET tailed 10 HL and 
said he wanted to talk to hln about an important natter end he 
came up to YCHL'S room and in a conversation told hie that he had 
been cells d back to Russia and that ha did not want to go* Then 
he f lnally oosenanicated with KOHL and aald ha was going* In about 

■ 4 V m4 4 * K A Jk AM km ■!*■!*« Ami m **k mul/I 4 m Wl IIT mm pt m m4m mm 

PA-k wi wA^nb eaayp uk “ jj,“ J 11 H g r sn w nbfiK r'l" Janus «u 

appointment and net and what be then told AOHL la all set out in 
his book and thereafter 1DHL organised his flight end had hln go 
Into hiding In the south of Fr&noa* Shortly thereafter KRXVTTSKI 
showed up again In Parle end aald he could not stay In the place . 
Mjsre he was hiding* There had been an Indian there at the point 
where ha was hiding and ERIVrT'tT aald that this Indian was In tbs 
Q&rU. £y that tine he was calling everyone a OPU agent* In this 
same connection AOUL relates that when KRIVIT5KI met jsEDOV, the 
mm of LEON 1 THOT*: fe» W£T.t^d WCHL to fl jl 3 Mm mrv 

mlit&tes because, KRIYITSKY SAIL, SkDOY night be aa OGPU agent. 
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Vith reference to lEIVITCn , s arrival in this eountxy, 

VTHL 1171 that ho one boro ahead of JOUVITSU who arrived cn 
Sovmbtr 15, 1938. tOEL want to Boat the boat and KHIVITSKI 
waa taken to Lilia Xaland bat eventually through the cooperation 
of CARBLlD CTFiXp Vioe-Comrul and secretary to Kajhaasedwr BSUJTT 
the roleaae of LElvrTrxi from Lilia Xaland one arranged and he 
cent to live with VDK 1 in a rocai which had been taken et 600 
West 40 Street, Lew Xcrk Clty« They worked together and during 

to Washington with him* Thay separated on iagoat 7th or 8th^l939« 
After that KHIVITSKT and hia family rented a small house at 
Camel, New Ioric. WCHL visited KRIVITCKX on several eeoaaiona 
at Camel and he eaye that KRITITSXI waa terribly afraid when 
he was alone* Aeoordlng to KHL, a Ban tuned JULT05 EPSTIDf 
would be familiar with all ef the detalle of this period* 

VDEL aald that after Auguet 8 th ha saw fRITlTSKT probably 
ten or twelve tinea end did ease work with his en the book* The 
$ 200.00 which was mentioned In the letter eent by WDKL to 
fUlAMit LaftUlTTL mi the balanee of the remaining $1000 .00 
which had been awarded through an arbitration to which KRXVmj 
had agreed. The firrt $300.00 of this $1000.00 bed been paid by 
KRJVITT. BCY Uit there had been erne trouble about getting tbs other 
payments. After KRTVITSKI returned to the United States and got 
hie permanent elaa he sickly refused to pay and said that If K>HL 
wanted something he should come to see KHIVITI Ef end he would, 

■put mj finger en hia”. then to El saw RAPS on the street he 
received quite a shock and ha felt that he still owed a duty to 
KHIVITSKI to inf cm hia that he bad sen GASS In this eountiy* 


Heverting to the matter ef the money, tCKL said that he 
and KHIVITSKI had had a eonunlty of interest and his pert of tho 
payment waa to be ten percent approximately and he had received 
$1500.00 and the ether $ 1000.00 waa involved in arbitration and 
KRIvrr;KI had signed an agreement and paid the first three 
instalments bat It became necessary to write letters to get the 


T * tpy*?* 
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statement, had collaborated with KHIVITSKI en the articles which 
had been published la Europe which later en served for much of the 
articles in the Saturday Evening Post and aeoordlng to WDHL he 
wrote most of the material in the articles and it was as he 
states a cession literary venture between the two of thou 


The last time 1DHL saw BUVITSU waa a few days before 
Christmas 1939* 
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With nftrt nee to KITHLL 1* DOBEST mbUmn 4 in * Boreas 
letter. 10 HL uori that ha is tfas author a € tha hook *Carrrert ho 
Freedom*. DOB EXT aooas firm an aria toara tie Qarnas faaUj Mi 
had attended a oadat aohaol In Germany and than bat —a a Baal# 

Zh 1932 ha want to France. Ka wrote a hook *A Baal DLoeewra Ikanoo** 
if tar that ho llwd In Seitseiland and mads a living aa a writer ami * 
lecturer and eventually nigra tad to tha United States. DOBEST filed 
on 10 EL whan thay nara living an 140 Straot in Van Tork City and that 
nas when BOVITSU mat him. DLITCT51X inaiatod that IDSL talk with 
DOEEJiT and aaoartaln nbathar ar not ha «u a GW agant* laa 
KRJVTTSKX moved to Carmel, tha D0BERT5 also atrtd to that vicinity 
having a heat about fifty or airty alias from there* may fed to 
occasionally visit tha KRXYITSKX3 at Canal spending a twm boors 
vrlth thm cn a visit* It is pasalhla accor ding to 10 EL that tha 
D0BE8TS nay haw novad in with MRS. DUTHSIX at Carnal a fter 
XR17TTSXZ coma to lav Tork City to week am his bosk with SEES* 

is cording to 10 HZ, KRItlTSKX was toanrlBSy worried at night) 
an ana sc can ion ha awn told 10 HL that ha distrusted him* Mi 
distrusted almost everyone, according to WEI* Be mentioned tha 
Intfiwi ff i girl| * wit# ku aid vM W mujJ it tbi 

age of about alawn years and who ooma to tot VDHL hart with wry 
good rose— andatlcna* KBXVIT&KX paid mat this girl mat a GW 
■jy* 


According to DHL, XRIVITSIT'S married lift waa not W 17 
happy and there ware terrific scenes ha too an XmviTSKT and his 
wife. MRS. BHVIT5IT was pretty Hich of o nervous wrack. 

According to 10 HL whan XRITZT&KI waa getting along happily with his 
art f e he dirt net appear to h# SO much afraid. The fur ff art to ' 
occur in waves* DHL mentions that aa late aa Bowember of 1959 

KRITCTSDf told EPS TEH that a war against flMXandwes a good war* 

1 

10 HL laid that vh * 1 KRITHSEI was fa tha sooth of franca In 
hiding he wrote a latter to SABS and Ida Ufa BDRA and euggaetod 
that they break away from Stalin* These letters ware mailed by 
DHL in laris. BANS and DRA answered tha latter and told IRIYITSU 
that they were following hie suggestion but 1RITIT5H never quite 
trusted them. 

In answer to a direct inquiry DHL said that ha had no 
knowledge whatsoever of the counterfeit money transactions whi ch 
had been mentioned In the hook by XRIVITSKT and had lammed of it 
only from tha mention that occurs in tha beak* 

WOOL turned owr to this agent the manuscript of an article 
■The Last Trial* which was written aa a me moriae for WALTER 0* 
KRIVITCKX by DHL and published in *tt» Commonweal** inasmuch as 
this mamacript shows the corrections which wore mads in tha 
article* It is being aubglttod in preference to a copy of tha 
msgaslne. Protests tic copies of tha manuscript s re attached to 
this report and the original is being retained at the law Tork 
Office* 
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21 sonnectlen with this amutrlid, WDHL prainl a triad 
fet «7 about himself far »1be CmBonweal"* So this )w says that ha 
was bora In Berlin on bovewber 20, 1900 and um to tba felted 
Stataa in funs 1936 as a aorra •pendant far Caseho-filsvak amp^tn, 
preceding WALTER 0* kuvitsu far tha parpoaa of a t o ari ng am 
affidavit for him* Ba atatoa that In Daembsr of 1939 th^r severed 
ralatlcna and that tha lltorary aollaboratien m.l eh tiny had 
aontanplitad continuing In merles had boecna lnpoaalblaj that 
tharo oat no longer any ograanaitt bitfintn althar an principle* 
or oa methods and that IBITITSKX had loan dram into nan associations* 
Ba ralataa that fTm January 1936 an ha not DtimsCT frequently 
having f irot knoan hla in 1925 In Otmaaj* Ha mentions that in 1936 
whan KRXVZTSEX on hia ratum tr on Russia aallad an him la Faria he* 

BO EL. wee on iijs board of The Cnmltteo far Treodm in Qans^. a t 
Bhlen HTIIRICH/kajit naa tha ehalrmm, The grou p with whla h 1DBL 
boeana active in tha fight agalnat lirin aac opted BUTITSEP8 
assistance and collaboration and ha explains that mile a few of 
tba young tr m e m b e r s of tha group had bom ooaaootod vdth tha 
rovalatlonary m orman t In aontral Hire pa In pe a t w pan, thara m 
at that tine not ma Cmanniat am on g tha groqp* B0HL*8 aaaociatlm 
with nuviTSri, ha eays, was boaad aololy an thalr ana aonnon parpoaa 
namely, aetlon agalnat Kasim tod Fatla,, for offoctivo ootlcn by an 
in responsible pooltima rathor than public arutary. la ralataa that 
in October 1937 ha holpod to organic# MVHSU'6 flight and to 
identify Ma to tho Trench authorities* that in 1937 - 1938 they 
oo Elaborated an tho flrat aorlto of ortioloa uhioh uosopobllahod in 
ooclal dmoerotla ntuaptpero In Europe and tie a— notarial was later 
included in tho American articlaa tdiloh nora written in eollaborotlan 

With ISAAC DCW/lITIWE* 

PAUL VOHL baa had prepared what ha daaarlbaa aa **0—ii| of 
Tits* which aata forth his experience and qualifications • To this 
are attached three appendices) one, ooverlng tho period of 1919-1926. 
another severing tha period 1927-1934* end the third one ooverlng 
tho period of 1934-1940, oil of those being described aa appsndlx ana* 
There la then an appendix too which furnishes personal rafarunooa and 
international associations* Ons aot of these docms&ts la bslng 
f or w ar ded to tha Bureau with this report while the other aot la being 
retained In the files of the lev fork office. There la also forwarded 
to the Bureau with this report a pegs free tha 2/71/ iX lotus af 
"The Ccnmeetwesl" which baa m editorial *Baa tha 0&P0 Settled 
Hathaway, feet*# 


0CI0SUKES na thk buheap - 

5 photos to tie oopiss of Manuscript of 

article by Sr* PAUL WHS. far "The Commonweal 11 * 

1 printed ^Summary of Tlta* with 
three appendices and ana _ 

appendix of personal references* 7 
1 page trm *Tb# Commonweal” " 
dated 1/ 21/41* 
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TBL 1CW YCRX OFFICE will iaterrlsw JULIUS EFSTE3V «f 
7 Test 108 Street, lev lark CJ£y, far «ny InfomUn be Mgr 

*- ^ ^ a — — A V- t 4#^ — + ^ l»eu r\ A IffRT Li e-M row * -* S. W - 

«t« vowvnung we uii m liuaui u« t&misu eon we 
elrcuastenees leading up to his death* 

Till in terrier SUIAlDik XaFGUETCE wfaeaa address has been 
furnished In confidence as The Chelsea Bo tel , lee Xork City, 
for Information concerning the affaire of KRIfTJS U and any 
information she may hare eoneeralng the eireuaetaaeee leading 
»p to his death* 

Till interview rnprm itke ef 341 - $5 street. BrooHwi. 

Tee Tork, telephone Windsor 9-6275 for any information which he 
nay hare concerning the circumstances leading wp te the death 
of WALTER 0, DOTITSn* - . 

Will await epeelfie instructions fra the Bureau ea to 
the advisability ef interviewing the widow af WALTkB G, IR IV ITS JOT 
and also IfUXs WAUXMI, an attorney of >02 Broadeay as to their 
knowledge of the circumstances leading up to the death of 
IRIVITSn, 

Ih connection with ell ef these inquiries, it will be noted 
by the Investigating agent that the purpose of the inquiry la to 
ascertain whether er not agent# of the Soviet OFU, or ms it is now 
known KKVD are operating In this Country} 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C • 
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tate Dept, and h 
Active Red Espionage) 

THE details concerning Walter Krivitsky’s 
1 formation given to the public by the polic^i^is^, 
quate. A great, a very great deal remains to Mnwfatf 
petent in such matters than the capital poliifWe hope { 
titude of the F. B. I. of refusing to inquire iiiHfase,' 
found to obtain a thorough investigation. £ Tv 

Krivitsky’s death— and we say this advi*fro_j 
the security of this nation and of the safety integrity 

It is too early to say whether Krivitsky vtinfcrad 
or was compeuea oy mem ui enu iua iuc iu a 
certain: he did not die voluntarily; his deatttqjUi 

The case bears many grave earmarks i 
into a trap from which there was no escape^ 
dered knowing that his wife and son would 4 
mand of the G.P.U. to kill himself, in the ho|x 
be spared. . -I 

As in every crime, the first thing to dof 
Krivitsky’s death, Stalin had two motives 
motive — vengeance, vengeance for Krivitslp 
icy and of the crimes of the G-P.U. — is typk 
a leading role in the assassination of Trotsjkj 
death was specific and more immediate, i 

Krivitsky was the one man residing it{ 
to the Moscow conspiracy that has been «T> 

soil in recent months as part of the deal cotklSlr Wfi* 
in August 1939— the pact which Krivitsky fonj6*J"** 

N For many months there has been an inflit**®™ 
desperate and experienced agents Of the Cor# "4 * 
l (CMtlnsed m | 
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